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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2003 (10:01 a.m.) 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, I have completed 

my examination of Father Poilievre. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Good morning. Father. 

THE WITNESS: Good morning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Plaxton? 

ANDRE PIERRE POILIEVRE, previously sworn, testifies: 

MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

Q Thank you, sir. My name is Plaxton, I represent 

the police union here. I have a few questions for 
you if I may, sir. One of the last items we 
canvassed yesterday, I think, was where Mr. Roy 
had come to you concerned about his wife or 
common-law, Vanessa Kayseas, having being 
arrested. 

A Right. 

Q You then telephoned someone you knew at the police 
service who I believe you identified, was it the 
high school liaison officer or the school liaison 
officer? 

A Right. 

Q And he or she checked and reported back that they 
couldn't find a record of this. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. Now, has anyone throughout any of this told 
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by Mr. Plaxton 

you that was wrong and there was a record of this? 

A I never pursued it after that. 

Q No, but this was one of the reasons I think you're 
portraying as to why Mr. Roy may have been 
concerned. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. Now, he — 

A No one — no one's ever told me that. 

Q You've spoken to the RCMP how many times? 

A Twice. 

Q You've spoken with Mr. Hesje how many times? 

A Once. 

Q Have you spoken to anyone else, a Mr. Martell? 

A No. 

Q Okay. None of those people ever told you that was 
an error? 

A No. 

MR. PLAXTON: Mr. Commissioner, I have, as we all 

have had for a few days at least, a copy of the 
documents with the police service. We would 
suggest the Commission yesterday was left with an 
erroneous impression as to whether or not there 
were documents. I would ask leave to file the 
documents I do have. 


25 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Well, that's fine, but I don't 
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r. Plaxton 

1 



think that 

changes very 

muc 

h what 

the Father 

■ has 

2 



said, that 

from his view 

poi 

nt the 

report he 

had 

3 



was that th 

.ere was no ac 

cou 

nt of 

this having 

r 

4 



happened. 

So you're say 

ing 

that 

ultimately 

it 

5 



turned out 

there was somewh 

ere su 

ch an account? 

6 

MR. 

PLAXT 

ON: 

Yes . 
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THE 

COMMI 

SSIONER: 

But I thi 

nk 

the qu 

estion for 

him 

8 



is, and has 

been, was he 

aw 

are at 

any point 

that 

9 



the informa 

tion he apparent 

ly was 

given was 

not 

10 



correct? And I gather t 

hat 

you're saying, F 

'ather. 

11 



that you — 
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No. 
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— never 
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dvised. 
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Right. 
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Well, Mr. 
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16 



think that' 

s the impress 

ion 

that 

was left. 
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intentional 

ly or otherwi 
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I don't s 
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you 

19 



putting it 
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to your att 
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20 



that that doesn't necess 

ari 
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ve, it seems to 

21 



me, that hi 

s account of 
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t happened is 
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inaccurate. 

It simply - 
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n't — 

X don't — 

■ it 
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may well be 

the officer 
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to was in e 

irror— 
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Right. 
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MR. PLAXTON: — but the inference that people 

may draw is somehow the police were hiding this 
.incident. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I understand. 

MR. PLAXTON: If I may, what I do have, sir, is a 

copy of a complaint check, field interview, 
booking form and a detention record all in 
relation to an incident involving a Vanessa 
Kayseas on the 26 th of February, 2000. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well,. 

MR. PLAXTON: Thank you. If we could mark that, 

please. 

EXHIBIT P-35: COMPLAINT CHECK, FIELD INTERVIEW, BOOKING FORM 

AND DETENTION RECORD DATED FEBRUARY 26, 2000 RE VANESSA 

KAYSEAS 

THE COMMISSIONER: You have a copy? It's the same, 

isn't it? Okay. Good. 

Q MR. PLAXTON: Now, you spoke to Mr. Roy on a 

number of occasions. 

A Right. 

Q And he told you about approaching the police two 
times, correct? 

A If I recall, that's my recollection. 

Q At any time did he ever say anything to you about 
some incident where he claims the police made him 
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make a false statement to them? 

A No. 

Q And how -- how often you -- have you spoken with 
Mr. Roy concerning these — 

A Well — 

Q — this incident and the matters surrounding it? 

A Yeah, I — it would be very difficult for me to 

say that. We spoke about it many times, but it 
was always in terms of where he was at in his 
life, in terms of his guilt and in terms of 
handling his recovery. He was going through 
trying to straighten his life out, and it was 
always in terms of very general. After — after 
he told me the initial story, after that it was 
always in general terms and not -- not — not too 
much in specifics. 

Q Now, the incident you have related in relation to 
the rectory house — was it a rectory house? 

A Right. 

Q Okay. And that occurred about 2000 somewhere? 

A It occurred, yeah, around that time, in that year. 

Q And, as I understand, this house had been vacant 
for some period of time. 

A It had been vacant just for a month or so. I was 
living in that — we call it a rectory. I was 
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living in that rectory and then I moved into my 
own residence and the — the — the rectory was 
supposed to be occupied by somebody else but it 
never happened, so it was empty for about a year, 
and it was during that time. 

Okay. It had been — you had been gone for a 
month or so. And this rectory, I assume, is in a 
residential area. 

Right. It's on Windsor Street. 

Okay. Whereabouts is that. 

1011 Windsor Street, right next to — between St. 
Paul's School and I think it's North Park or City 
Park — North Park School. 

Oh, okay. So it's close in Saskatoon. You've got 
neighbours around. I assume — 

Right. 

— that you would know your neighbours and they 
would know that you had left the place? 

Right. I advised someone from the parish 
community that there was going to be someone in 
there for a few days. And there was someone in 
the basement, someone lived in a basement. There 
was a priest living in the basement. He's still 
there now. 

Okay. And did all of the neighbours know that 
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1 someone was coming for a few days or — 

2 A No. 

3 Q — they — 

4 A No. 

5 Q Okay. So — 

6 A Just — just one member of the congregation knew. 

7 Q Okay. One person in the congregation? 

8 A And I told and the guy downstairs, the priest 

9 downstairs. 

10 Q Okay. 

11 A There was a priest living downstairs. 

12 Q So one person — two people know? 

13 A Right. 

14 Q And who moved in? Was it — was it Vanessa and 

15 the child? 

16 A Right. 

17 Q But not Jason? 

18 A I don't remember him staying there. 

19 Q And you say a police cruiser drove by — 

20 A Right. 

21 Q — sort of checked it out and then carried on. 

22 A But the way it happened made me nervous, and I 

23 guess it was because of the — I started to 

24 connect the dots sort of, with Vanessa's arrest 

25 being the first incident. Okay. So that — that 
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was — made me question what was happening. The 
second incident was a phone call that I made to 
the police station and I was told that that event 
had not happened. So that again made me 
uncomfortable. And then when I saw the police 
cruiser I again, maybe I was paranoid, maybe I was 
just working into, you know, into — into a state 
that — that confused me, but by then I — I sort 
of became convinced that there were some grounds 
to Jason's concerns. 

Equally as likely, is it not, that one of your 
neighbours sees someone strange is in the house 
that they believed to be empty, they call the 
police and say check it out? 

I don't think that would have happened, given the 
circumstances. 

You don't think the police would check out an 
apparently empty rectory that has people living in 
it now? 

Well, there's somebody living in the house. There 
was — there was someone living in the — in the 
basement suite. 

Okay. Now, Mr. Roy's recollection of the night 
Neil went missing, he did tell you in general 
terms what had occurred? 






1352 


Exam A. Poilievre 
by Mr. Plaxton 


1 

A 

Right. 

2 

Q 

He told you also that both he and Neil were very. 

3 


very drunk or high; is that correct? 

4 

A 

Well, they were at that time, yeah, they were very 

5 


drunk or high. I -- I think the "high" would be 

6 


my assumption but — 

7 

Q 

Okay. 

8 

A 

Yeah. 

9 

Q 

But it was very, very drunk, not just a little bit 

10 


drunk but we're falling down drunk just about? 

11 

A 

No, he didn't say falling down drunk, just very. 

12 


very drunk. 

13 

Q 

Okay. Very, very drunk. 

14 

A 

But, I mean, I was paraphrasing there more than I 

15 


was quoting. When I say very, very drunk those 

16 


are my words, probably, not Jason's words. 

17 

Q 

Okay. That's what you understood him to be 

18 


telling you — 

19 

A 

Yeah. Okay. 

20 

Q 

— is that they were — 

21 

A 

Right. 

22 

Q 

— very impaired. 

23 

A 

Yeah. 

24 

Q 

Okay. His recollections as related to you, did it 


25 


seem like the recollections of someone who was 
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very drunk? 

A He may have been drunk but definitely the 

recollection as he stated — stated it to me or 
gave it to me seemed to be very, very clear in his 
mind. 

Q Okay. Not the recollections of someone who is 
very drunk, right? 

A He still seemed to recollect it quite clearly. 

Q Yeah, surprisingly clearly? 

A Well, it could be surprisingly, but he did 
remember it quite clearly. 

Q Yeah. Someone — you're hearing this in 1996, 
correct? 

A About that, right. 

Q He's telling you something that happened when he 
was a very drunk 16 year old, and from — you've 
dealt with kids that have been drinking and so 
forth, right? 

A Right. 

Q His detail was not in accord with how drunk he 
was, correct? 

A His statements were in accord with, I think, what 
he saw. The details might not have been in 
accord, but certainly the — the heart of the 
story in my mind was very clear. I had no reason 
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to doubt him. 

Q Okay. They're very clear but they're too clear 
for someone who's drunk, right? 

A I don't know that. 

Q Well — 

A That wasn't — 

Q — from your experience. 

A That wasn't my assumption. At that time that was 

not my assumption. My assumption was that he was 
remembering it quite clearly. 

Q Very vividly, right? 

A I'm sorry? 

Q Very vividly or just quite clearly? 

A I mean, you're playing with words. 

Q Well, that's — that's what testimony is, sir, 

words. 

A I suppose it is, yeah. Well, I can only recall 

that it seemed to me that he was very clear about 
what he saw. 

Q Now, you've spoken with other young persons who 

have been drunk and done things? 

A Right. 

Q And their recollections are never that clear, are 
they? 

A Sometimes they are, sometimes they're not. You 
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can't generalize the condition of people who 
drink. 

Now, you related to us also that Mr. Roy stated to 
you he was afraid of the police. 

That's right. 

Now, we know that he has a significant record as a 
young offender, with mostly crimes of dishonesty 
and such? 

Right. 

You knew him in the correctional centre, so he 
obviously carried on this lifestyle after he 
became an adult? 

Right. 

Now, would it be fair to categorize him as a 
person who was a repeat offender? 

As a young person and as a young adult, yes. 

Okay. Now, you've known a lot of people who have 
had frequent run-ins with the law, I assume. 

Yes. 

And is it common with all of them that they are 
afraid of the police? 

Well, the fear varies and the expression of the 
fear varies, and it took me a long time to reach a 
conclusion that Jason's fear was different from 
other young people that were there. 
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Q Well, didn't he tell you also though that he — 
okay, now when -- when was he expressing this 
fear? This was back when he was — 

A Well, the first fear that he expressed to me in 

connection with this event was in the correctional 
centre. 

Q Okay. Now, later on though wasn't he telling you 
well, the police are treating me better now that 
they know who Jason Roy is? 

A He mentioned that once, yeah, that the treatment 

was different when he was — when he was arrested. 
Yeah. 

Q Well, treated a little more hands-off, a little 
more careful? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Is this someone who is afraid of the police 
saying hey, they know I'm Jason Roy now. 

A I didn't think that eliminated the fear though. 

It might have just made the fear more intense. 

Q In your experience with young persons and 

conflicts with the law, you find also, I assume, 
considerable fear in people that are hiding 
something. 

A Again, yes, but I think it might be a different 
kind of fear. 
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Q Okay. Well, how do you distinguish between the 

different types of fear, sir? 

A By — by talking to the individual. 

Q Okay. Now, when he was first talking to you in 

'96 concerning this matter did it seem to you that 
he was making a personal disclosure to you? 

A That this was the first time he was talking about 
the — the event? 

Q Yeah. 

A No, I didn't — I didn't -- I don't recall even 
thinking that. I was just listening to what he 
was telling me. 

Q Going back to when you knew him as a young person 
at Joe Duquette, I think you said it was '89 that 
you had met him? 

A When he started, but I -- I think my first vivid 

recollection of Jason would have been a little bit 
later than that. 

Q Okay. When — and he — he seemed to be disturbed 
about something back then is — 

A That's right. 

Q — your notion. 

A Yeah, yeah. 

Q When was that? 

A I wasn't teaching him at that time, so — but I 
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would think that it would have been maybe a year 
or two after he started, but I'm — I don't have 
any clue as to even the year. 

Okay. Was it before 1990? 

I would doubt it. 

Okay. During '90 but you don't know? 

I don't know. 

I'm trying to pin it down -- 
Yeah, I hear you. 

— as best. I'm trying -- what I'm trying to get 
at is was it before or after Neil died, can you 
tell us that? 

I couldn't even say that. I would — I would — I 
don't -- I don't know. I just know that the event 
that — that that happened, and — and I just 
remembered my first vivid recollection of Jason 
Roy was at that time. Before that he was a 
student like any other student you know, and, you 
know, you say hello to him and but you don't — 
they don't stand out in your mind. 

Okay. At that point I assume you had no 
connection in your mind between Jason and Neil? 

Oh, no, no. 

Now, Jason, back then, I think you described he 
was — he had been drinking obviously or drugs 
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perhaps? 

Again, he was on the street, he was — he was 
frightened, he didn't tell me why, but I gathered 
that it was not a beef between young people. You 
know, he wouldn't tell me that. If there was a 
beef with him and young people they would just go 
out there and deal with it, and sometimes shake 
hands over it or become enemies but, I mean, it 
was something else and I really don't know what it 
was. 

Okay. 

My — my — my point in bringing that up was to 
simply say this is the first time that I recollect 
having something serious to do with Jason. 

At that point in time there was some considerable 
violence going on in the community in Saskatoon, 
wasn't there? 

In the late '80s? I'm not too sure. It could be. 
You mean like with the Carons or Trotchies or 
McDonalds and that crowd? 

That's — that's the crowd. 

Yeah. Yeah, that was happening, but I'm not too 
sure the years, you know. 

Yeah, I think it was — 

I think -- I think it was in the mid late '88, 
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'89. I'm not too sure. 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

That was about the time though or shortly after 
the time — or rather before the time you met 
Jason or first took him in as a person you knew? 

I — I can't recall the sequence of those events. 
That's when Jake Badger died, was killed too, you 
know. 

3' think that's around the time period. 

Right, yeah. 

Yeah. There was a lot of — a lot of violence? 
There was a lot of violence, yeah. 

And — 

And our — our kids were — were victimized by a 
lot of that stuff. 

Okay. They were involved deeply in a lot of it 
too, not suggesting they're necessarily 
perpetrators but a lot of them were victims, a lot 
of them — 

In various ways, yeah. 

The recollections Mr. Roy had of the night Neil 
went missing, he's related to you approximately 
how many times? 

As a — as a beginning and an end I would think 
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just that one time and after that we would simply 


make reference to it. 

Okay. 

So it was not that he would repeat that story — 
well, he didn't repeat it, he just said it, then 
after that he would sometimes make reference to 
it. 

Did Jason tell you anything else about what was 
happening in his life around that period of time? 
Would you be more specific — 

Well — 

— in terms when he was in jail, or when he was — 
before? 

I'm talking around 1990. 

No. Jason didn't start to confide in me at the 
level that he did, until the correctional centre. 
Yeah, I understand that but what I -- what I'm 
asking is when he was confiding in you — 

Right. 

-- whether it be from '96 on or whenever — 

Okay. Okay. 

— did he confide in you any other aspects of what 
was happening in his life around 1990 or 
thereabouts? 

The only thing that comes to my mind, and I'm not 
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even sure when that was, was maybe he might have 
talked about his -- his relationship with another 
lady. He had a girlfriend before Vanessa. If we 
talked about anything it might have been about 
that, but I don't recall that. 

Q Okay. And other than sort of personal relations 
of that nature — 

A Right. 

Q — did he ever confide in you concerning 

ir.vo'. verier, t with any of — well, the people you've 
mentioned — 

A No. 

Q — the McDonald's? 

A Oh, gosh. Yes. He -- he did — okay, now then, he 
did talk about some of the — of the heists or 
some of the B and Es that he did with -- with 
other individuals. 

Q Okay. And who were those other individuals? 

A Well, I need to name these people? One of them 

was -- was a good friend of his was I think Terry 
Dustyhorn. 

Q How about with Neil Stonechild? 

A No, never — never talked about that. 

Q The P boys, were they mentioned? 

A Well, I knew the P boys but I think I met — 


25 
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vaguely I know Danny, I met him at the 
correctional centre. I know Gary but I met him — 
I'm not too sure if Gary went to Joe Duquette or 
not. I have a sense that he did but I don't 
remember Gary. I remember the name and I 
associate it with Joe Duquette but I'm not clear 
about that. 

Q Okay. You mentioned — okay, the B and Es he was 
doing. Did he mention drugs, alcohol? That was 
obviously a large part of his life back then. 

A That's right. 

Q From what you knew, what sort of problems was that 
causing for Jason back around 1990? 

A In the 1990s, that was a big problem I would 

think. That's when he would — he didn't come to 
school, he — he was 16 years old. I didn't know 
him, personally, at that time, I only got to know 
him later, but in our conversation I think, yeah, 
that would have been a difficult time for Jason. 

Q Now, the guilt you say Jason displayed to you, did 
it strike you as being extreme sort of guilt? 

A Again the language it's so important. When he 

came to see me that was a primary reason, I think, 
for him coming to see me was that he felt that he 
had betrayed his little bro', his little brother. 
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That's not blood brother, but he felt he had 
betrayed Neil, and he wanted to — he wanted to 
make it right. He wanted to make it right for 
Neil, he wanted to make it right for himself, he 
didn't know how to do it, and he was really 
traumatized by that whole — by that feeling of — 
of betrayal. 

Okay. And the betrayal — 

Well, that he interpreted it as betrayal. 

Yeah, and what he related to you is he saw his 
friend in the back of a police car and the only 
thing Jason Roy says he did is he — when he was 
asked by the police he didn't tell them who he 
was, right? 

Yeah. He also — and I didn't say that yesterday 
in my statement, but he also saw Neil crying out 
for help and he didn't respond to him that way, 
didn't give him the help. 

Okay. Well, a 16-year-old kid, looking at it 
logistically, this may not be the best way to 
approach it, but not identifying himself and not 
helping his friend — at first he couldn't help 
his friend — 

Right. 

-- if that is what happened? 



1365 Exam A. Poilievre 

by Mr. Plaxton 

Well, objectively he couldn't but maybe he didn't 


know — think that. Maybe he thought that he 
wight have been able to help his friend. 

The degree of guilt he was displaying, didn't it 
strike you as being somewhat disproportionate to 
what had occurred according to what Jason was 
telling you? 

Whether I -- I thought it was disproportionate or 
not is quite irrelevant when you're sitting -- a 
young man is sitting before you and he portrays 
intense feeling of guilt. I might think it's 
disproportionate, but I know that he didn't think 
it's disproportionate. 

No, I'm asking you though. You thought it was 
disproportionate, didn't you? 

I don't remember making a judgement on that except 
to realize that this young fellow is in jail, he's 

— and when you're — when these guys are in jail 
I mean it's a tough place to be, and a lot of 
emotions surface — 

M' hm. 

— and whether these emotions — sometimes they're 

— they're paranoid, sometimes they're 
exaggerated, sometimes they're — but whatever it 
is, for them they're true, so I didn't judge that. 
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I don't remember judging that. I don't remember 
saying well, hey, man, you were — you were wrong 
to — to take it so seriously. 

Q Yeah. No, I -- what I -- what I'm asking you 

though is looking at it now would you not agree 
with me that the amount of guilt he appeared to be 
displaying was disproportionate to what had 
occurred? 

A I'm not willing to make that — to — to say that. 

Q Well, from people you have dealt with who have 
confided in you similar sorts of things, if 
they're feeling the amount of guilt you say Jason 
was — 

A Right. 

Q — would it not normally be in relation to 

something much more serious than what he was 
saying 

THE COMMISSIONER: (inaudible) 

THE WITNESS: I don't think so because a young 

man had died, Neil was dead, and — and put all of 
those things together and — and Jason felt 
guilty. 

Q Okay. And — 

A I'm sorry, sir, I cut you off. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No, you've answered the question. 
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Q He wanted to make it right? 

A For Neil's family and for him and, yeah. 

Q Did he explain to you at that time that he had 

already spoken to Neil's family? 

A I can't recall. 

Q Okay. Well, would you, as a confidante, recommend 

that to him if he wanted to try to make amends or 
make peace, look, go talk to the family, go talk 
to — 

A Well, he's in jail so there's no way that that 
could happen. 

Q Yeah, I assume he was going to be released 
eventually. 

A Yeah, yeah. 

Q Okay. You didn't recommend that to him. What did 

you recommend to him, if anything, to try to make 
his peace? 

A Well, what I -- what we were talking about was his 
state of mind and his — the situation, the state 
that he was in while being incarcerated, and my 
primary concern was to help him work that through, 
given the limitations of what he could do. He 
couldn't go visit the family. So he had to 
somehow deal with that internally and within -- 
within the confines of the correctional centre. 
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Well, that was — that's what we tried to do and 
— and in the correctional centre the primary way 
of doing that is for the inmates to have someone 
that they can come and talk with and — and, you 
know, unburden. 

Q After he was released though you've obviously had 
considerable dealings with him. 

A That's right. I had considerable dealings with 

him and we would talk, but a lot of the dealings 
that we were engaged in was in — in putting on 
these workshops and presentations and — and I 
know that the process of wellness or healing is a 
long process, and that the person who needs to go 

through the process is the person who needs to 

control the process. And so I would not have 
imposed or even suggested to Jason how to go about 
that unless he would ask me. 

Q Did he? 

A I don't remember after the — after he was out of 
the correctional centre that he would come and 
say, "Andre, what should I do in this situation?" 

I don't remember him doing that. 

Q Anything about going to the media or anything -- 

A No. 

Q — as part of being able to deal with his guilt? 


25 
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A No. 

Q Now, one thing I'm a little curious about is you 
as a priest obviously hold the parishioner's 
confidentiality close to your heart. 

A Yeah. 

Q Now you saw fit, however, to write an anonymous 
letter to the press. 

A Right. 

Q Now, did you, before that, try to get Jason's 
permission to do that? 

A Jason was out of the correctional centre at that 
time and, no, I didn't try to obtain that 
permission. My -- and I struggled with that. I 
mean, that was not an easy decision for me to do, 
to take, because I — it goes against my way of 
doing things. But at that time I said there are 
two things that need to happen here, one of them 
the connection between Neil's death and the other 
gentlemen's deaths is really important, and the 
other one is that I cannot allow Jason's name to 
surface if I do something. And so I had to 
struggle with that, and I did, and I came to the 
conclusion that I would write an anonymous letter 
to — to Dan Zakreski, which I did. 

Q As a result of your vow of confidentiality, have 
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there been any matters you haven't been able to 
share with us today concerning Jason? 

A No, because Jason has released me from everything. 
He said, "Andre, you can say whatever you want to 
say. " 

Q Okay. Dealing with Mr. Roy's apparent feelings of 
guilt and so forth and your association with him 
over the years — 

A Right. 

Q — has that apparent feeling of guilt lessened or 
does it remain the same by your estimation? 

A Oh, I think over the years it has lessened. He's 
come to terms with a lot of things, he's more 
mature. He's been sober for quite a while. He 
has -- he's a father, he has a relationship with 
Vanessa, he's had employment. So over the years 
there has been a lot more stability in his life. 
And I would think at that level also that there's 
— there's still a lot of — I mean, he's still 
disturbed a lot but I would think, yeah, there'd 
been a major shift in there. 

Q In your dealings with young persons, and I'm 

speaking now more specifically of say boys, you 
know, 15, 16, 17, involved in bad a lifestyle -- I 
don't know if you can phrase it as choices when 



1371 


Exam A. Poilievre 
by Mr. Plaxton 


1 someone's that young — 

2 A Yeah. 

3 Q — but just bad lifestyles, alcohol, drugs, such 

4 as Jason was, in your dealings with them did you 

5 find that they from time to time they had 

6 difficulty being able to distinguish — or being 

7 able to properly perceive what was going on around 

8 them or being able to articulate it? 

9 A Oh, gosh, it varies with the kids. 

10 Q But enough alcohol and any young person — 

11 A M'hm. 

12 Q — can get pretty messed up, eh? Yeah. 

13 A Yeah. 

14 MR. PLAXTON: Okay. Thank you, sir. 

15 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

16 THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

17 MR. FOX: I'm assuming in terms of the order, 

18 that protocol we established, and I'm not sure if 

19 Ms. Knox or Mr. Curtis has any questions, but I 

20 would think they would be going next. 

21 THE COMMISSIONER: I'm not privy to that, Mr. Fox, 

22 so — 

23 MR. FOX: I appreciate that. 

24 THE COMMISSIONER: — you'll have to sort that out 


25 


now. 
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MS . KNOX: 

questions. 
THE COMMISSIONER: 

MS. KNOX: 

THE COMMISSIONER: 


I do have just a couple of 

Very well. 

Would you like me to go? 

Yes. If that doesn't offend the 


protocol you have with your colleagues. 

MS. KNOX: I'm not sure what the protocol 
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is. 

MS. KNOX, examining: 

Q Father Andre, my name is Catherine Knox, and just 
so that you know who I am, I am assisting Mr. 

Halyk who's counsel for the FSIN, and as he was 
not able to be here today I'm filling in for him. 

I just do just have a couple of questions. You 
indicated yesterday in your evidence, and it was 
raised in cross this morning, that you contacted 
an individual at Saskatoon Police Service who you 
knew as a school liaison police representative — 

A That's right. 

Q — to determine if what Jason was telling you 

about Vanessa had happened. Would — or do you 
have any objection to telling us who that police 
officer was? Would that cause concerns for you or 
for him? 

A My — my only -- I just don't want to embarrass 
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1 


him, but other 

than that I don't have a problem 

2 


with that. 


3 


Q Okay. 


4 


A So his name is 

Bob Loran. 

5 

MS . 

KNOX: 

Okay. Thank you. 

6 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

What was his name. Father? 

7 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Bob Loran, L-O-R-A-N. 

8 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Thank you. 

9 

THE 

WITNESS: 

He was a school liaison officer and 

10 


I've known him 

from other venues. 

11 

MS . 

KNOX: 

Okay. And I think that's the only 

12 


question I have for now. 

13 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Okay. 

14 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

What does the protocol say, Mr. 

15 


Fox? 


16 

MR. 

FOX: 

I think probably, if Mr. Curtis has 

17 


any questions. 


18 

MR. 

CURTIS, examinincr: 



19 Q Good morning. Father. Just so you know I'm Greg 

20 Curtis. I'm here helping Mr. Worme represent the 

21 family. It's my understanding in your evidence 

22 yesterday there was a situation when Jason and 

23 Vanessa were staying at a place that you had 

24 offered them and it got mentioned, touched upon 
this morning, the police cruiser that was in the 


25 
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neighbourhood on a particular evening? 

No, it was in the morning. 

It was in the morning? And I understood you to 
say yesterday that you found that you were — 
you were shocked that — was that your word that 
this — 

That's right. 

— cruiser was there at that time? 

I don't remember if I was — if I used that word— 
Okay. 

— shocked, but I was certainly surprised. 

Okay. 

It didn't seem normal. I think my reaction at 
that time this doesn't look normal. 

Okay. Now you -- I think this morning you used 
the word "nervous", if I recall. I'm not trying 
to put words in your mouth but I think you said 
something about that made you a little nervous 
that that — 

Right. 

— showed up there at that point. Did you — 

If — if it had been an incident in isolation, I 
wouldn't even probably have paid attention to it, 
but given the context of the other two events 
then, rightly or wrongly, I came to that 
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Okay. Now, and this is at the rectory; is that 
correct? 

Right. 

Okay. And you had been at the rectory on 
occasions before that and since then I would 
imagine. 

Oh, yeah, I lived there many years. 

Okay. So this — this police car was not a — not 
a usual occurrence for you — 

No. 

-- when you walked out the door in the morning? 

No. 

And I take it then that your — your sole concern 
about that particular incident was just the, if we 
could call it, coincidence with the — with the 
events that were transpiring at that time? 

That's right. 

Now — 

I’d have to maybe, you know, I mean so many things 
that have happened. Jason had already shared with 
me his other fears that we had been followed. I 
mean, it was mentioned with the — the paper from 
the United States and he — he had told me that he 
felt he had been followed in a restaurant. 
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Right. 

And so, you know, it's — it's just an 
accumulation of events and you start putting all 
that together and and the picture doesn't get any 
better. 

Okay. 

And I think that — that was the process that led 
me to say I really don't know what's going on. 

And, you know, like I said, I trust the police, I 
have a lot of respect for police, I mean, and I 
still have a lot of struggling here to do 
personally with all that. But I came to that 
conclusion, whatever it is that's happening I'm 
not going to take any chances here. 

All right. Thank you. Now I -- I take it that 
you've had quite a bit of experience over the 
years in counselling youth that are — have had 
some difficulties in their life including episodes 
with the law? 

Yeah, I -- the word counselling is — is kind of 
narrow. 

Okay. 

Let's say that I've had a lot of — a lot of — 
I've done a lot of work with young people who have 
problems with the law. 
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Q Okay. And quite a large extent of that took place 
in Saskatoon. 

A All of it except maybe occasionally when I was in 
the Arctic working with Dene and Inuit kids, or 
young people, because some were — were also 
involved with the law while I was working up 
there. 

Q Okay. And, I'm sorry, you mentioned this morning 
as well where — the location of this rectory. 
Could you just — 

A 1011 Windsor Street. 

Q Windsor Street, which is? 

A It's off Warman. It — it's between -- it's — it 
runs just behind St. Paul's School and North Park 
School. 

Q Okay. The — would it be fair to say that the 

bulk of the youth that you've — you've dealt with 
over the years that a common kind of binding 
thread amongst those people would be perhaps not 
so much that they were of Aboriginal descent but 
that they were poor, they were in poverty? 

A There was a lot of common traits, there was not 
one, but poverty would be one of them. Coming 
from dysfunctional backgrounds, and you can define 
that any way you want in — in a wide scope of 




1378 


Exam A. Poilievre 
by Mr. Curtis 


1 ways but, yeah, there were poverty and 

2 dysfunctionalities. 

3 Q Now, the — certainly I -- I suppose you've had 

4 experience with -- with Mr. Roy as having not 

5 particularly pleasant experiences with Saskatoon 

6 City Police. Were there — were there other youth 

7 that — that you had contact with that had similar 

8 types of complaints that were perhaps afraid of 

9 the police because of mistreatment or perceived 

10 -mistreatment? 

11 THE COMMISSIONER: I'm not sure that we should be 

12 getting into that. 

13 MR. CURTIS: Well, I was just suggesting that 

14 perhaps a pattern has taken place here. 

15 THE COMMISSIONER: I don't see that that's relevant. 

16 I mean, our attention is directed here to what 

17 happened with respect to Mr. Stonechild and I 

18 don't think that question should be asked. 

19 MR. CURTIS: Well, I appreciate that, Mr. — Mr. 

20 Chairman, but if the circumstances surrounding Mr. 

21 Stonechild's death were — were part of a pattern, 

22 is that perhaps not relevant? 

23 THE COMMISSIONER: If I allow you to begin introducing 

24 evidence that there was some sort of common, as 

25 you say, pattern, or prevalent practice, then it 
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seems to me the inquiry is then diverted to an 
investigation of other events and whether those 
experiences by other persons were correct or not. 
And for present purposes I'm not disposed to allow 
you to ask that question. I mean, it may be 
ultimately that some such evidence would be 
available, but I'm not at the moment prepared to 
let you ask that question. 

MR. CURTIS: You were asked this morning by Mr. 

Plaxton, I believe, whether you — and correct me 
if I'm wrong, Mr. Chairman -- whether you knew 
lots of youth who had run-ins with the law and had 
fear as a result; is that fair enough? 

I've had a lot of — a lot of — yeah, it's 
happened many times that I've worked with young 
people who had run-ins with the law. I was in a 
courtroom dozens and hundreds of times and — and 
the word "fear" I think has many — there's many 
degrees and variables here, so I -- you know, I 
would have to be — take each case specifically 
and sort of describe the fear of these 
individuals. I think there was — there was a lot 
of conflict between young people and the police, 
obviously, because of lifestyles, and fear is one 
of the feelings that they expressed, but there was 
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by Mr. Curtis 

1 



others too 




2 


Q 

Okay. You 

were again asked by Mr. 

Plaxt 

on about 

3 



— at some 

length, about whether Ja 

son' s 

guilt 

4 



seemed dis 

proportionate to his actu 

al ex; 

periences. 

5 



Do you use 

a sliding scale for that 

type 

of thing 

6 



when you're talking to the youth? 



7 


A 

No, I don' 

t. I mean, I just accept 

the 

situation 

8 



the way it 

's in front of you and — 

and 

I know 

9 



that Jason 

, his primary feeling whe 

n he 

talked to 

10 



me for the 

first time was one of — 

of g 

uilt, and 

11 



the second 

one was one of fear. 



12 


Q 

Okay. So 

you're not about to and 1 

ikely 

never 

13 



have said 

to any of these youth, oh 

well 

, you're 

14 



— you ' re 

feeling too guilty about 

this. 

you 

15 



shouldn ' t 

be feeling that guilt? 



16 


A 

No, that's 

not my judgement to make 



17 

MR. 

CURT I 

S: 

Thanks very much. Fa 

ther. 


18 

THE 

WITNE 

SS: 

Okay. 



19 

MR. 

CURT I 

S: 

That ' s all -I have fo 

r you 


20 

THE 

COMMI 

SSIONER : 

Further questions? 



21 

MR. 

FOX, 

examining : 




22 


Q 

Thanks, Fa 

ther. I'm Aaron Fox, I'm 

coun 

sel for 

23 



Constable 

Hartwig, and just got a few mo 

re 

24 



questions. 

I'll try not to cover w 

hat w 

e' ve 

25 



already covered. In terms of just 

on fo 

llow up a 
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little bit on what Mr. Curtis was asking you about 
fear, certainly a number of the — the people that 
you would have dealt with, obviously, at the 
correctional centre, but even otherwise, who were 
in — were in conflict with the law in the sense 
of committed offences and were charged or — or 
whatever, obviously you dealt with a lot of people 
in that circumstance. And I'm -- I'm not asking 
whether poverty or dysfunctional families is the 
cause of it. I think that probably goes without 
saying — 

M' hm. 

— that — that many of these people, including 
Jason, came from a pretty tough start and didn't 

— didn't get a very good — good break in terms 
of where they started in life and maybe not 
surprising where they ended up. But those 
conflicts with the law, frankly, would bring them 
into conflict with the police, would that be fair 
to say? 

Oh, for sure. 

I mean, if — if you committed a break and enter, 
the person who was going to initially take you to 
task over that, generally, would be the police. 
Right. 



1382 


Exam A. Poilievre 
by Mr. Fox 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


Q And — and when you -- when you talk about these 
people perhaps being fearful of the police, and I 
think you've already said that, that fear could be 
fear of many things, fear of, frankly, just being 
incarcerated; would that be correct? 

A Right. 

Q Fear of loss of freedom? 

A Right. 

Q Fear of just having to go through the physical 
process of being arrested and handcuffed and 
transported in a police car and placed in cells. 
There's a lot of fears associated with -- with 
police having to deal with you in those 
circumstances? 

A Yeah, and — and that the fear is surrounded by 
other feelings of — of being humiliated — 

Q Sure. 

A — anger, resentment. So it's not a black and 
white thing for sure. 

Q Right, and — and humiliation, obviously, just the 
mere fact of being arrested and — and hauled 
away, but anger that — that your freedom is being 
taken away, those sorts of things as well? 

A Right. 

Q Father, in your discussions with — with Jason, 


25 
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did he ever give you a description of either of 
the police officers that — first of all, was it 
two police officers that he indicated that were in 
the car when — the night that he last saw Neil? 

X think so, yeah. 

That was your understanding anyways from him. Did 
he ever give you any description of those two 
police officers, a physical description? 

I think once he did. 

And do you remember what that physical description 
was? 

Well, he had said one was tall and I think he 
mentioned a moustache. 

And I take it you don't have a specific recollec¬ 
tion kind of when this was being discussed — 

No. 

-- when that was discussed, but somewhere in your 
discussions with him that was the physical 
description that he — 

I think so and — and for — and then I didn't pay 
too much attention to that because that's not what 
I'm supposed to be all about. 

Sure. 

Yeah. 

Did he mention anything about whether the officer 
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was wearing glasses or not, do you recall? 

I don't — I don't recall. 

You don't recall. He may have said that but 
you're — 

He might have said it. 

— just not certain of that at this time. Okay. 
And did he indicate if he was describing the 
driver or just one of the officers that was 
involved? 

Well, at first I thought it was just one of the 
officers, and then it might have been the driver, 
but that's really vague in my mind. 

Okay. So what you do recall is he indicated that 
the person was he described as being tall, a 
moustache, and later some impression that maybe — 
Yeah. 

-- he was referring to the driver. 

Yeah, I need to — I need to say this simply 
because once we were at White Buffalo together — 
Yes. 

— and we walked into the — the door of the gym, 
and as we went there was about 20, 25 police 
officers that day there. I mean, it was — and as 
we walked by we — we went to the back of the — 
where all the people were and he poked me in the 
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arm and he says, "He's here," and I said, "Who's 
here?" He said, "One of the officers." 

Q Okay. 

A But then we had already passed so I didn't know 
who he was, so we walked around, came back, and 
sat down on the opposite side of where I assumed 
the police officer was. Now there was a whole 
crowd of people between us and him so I didn't 
look. And we stayed there four or five, ten 
minutes, and he said, "I can't stand it, I gotta 
get out of here." 

Q Okay. 

A So we got up and left and we took another door to 
go out, so — 

Q And did he — did he point out that officer to you 
specifically at that time? 

A Yeah, he said, "He's here, sitting over there." 

Q And did you have a look at that — 

A No. 

Q Okay. 

A Because I'd already gone by and I was — 

Q Yeah, that's what I was getting at. 

A Yeah. 

Q You didn't — although he said that the officer 


25 


was there 
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Yeah. 

-- he didn't — you didn't specifically see him 
yourself. 

No. 

And from that you took that Neil was — sorry, 
Jason was in a position at that time to identify 
at least — 

Well, it seemed to me that there was a similarity 
at least if he was able to say that but — 

Well, if he said he's — 

Yeah, he's here. 

— he said he's here, that's — 

Yeah. 

— certainly an indication he's identifying the 
person. That — 

Yeah. And I didn't pursue that later. 

No, I appreciate that. Okay. Father, I just kind 
of — you talked about a couple I think three 
episodes that you dealt with with Jason, and I'm 
just going to see if we can identify those dates 
or if you're able to nail those dates down a 
little bit more. The first occasion when you 
spoke with Jason you indicated that — that Jason 
was not yet at the Joe Duquette school? 

No, he was at Joe Duquette. 
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He was at Joe Duquette? 

But I was not teaching him. He was in an 
upgrading program and I was more in the high 
school program. 

Okay. And your — you think at that time, and I 
thought you said that he was about 15 or 16 years 
old at that time? 

Yeah, 15, 16. He was certainly -- I don't think 
he was 17 or 18. 

j was looking at a — at a pre-disposition report 
and it's been — I think it's part of — it's a 
pre-disposition report, Mr. Commissioner, that was 
referred to earlier in the proceedings that was 
prepared, I think, in January in' 91. And it 
indicates that Jason was at the Joe Duquette 
School sometime I think from January to May of 
1990. 

Could be. 

And then he was taken off the rolls then for non¬ 
attending, and then it looks like in the fall he 
was at Bedford Road, initially, and then 
eventually Nutana and then in — in early 1991 
went back into custody. Would it be — does it 
sound like it may have been the spring of 1990 
that you would have had this first conversation 
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with him? At that time I think by my calculation 


he would have been just turned 16 then. 

I can't recall. 

You can't recall. Okay. But your recollection is 
that at the time that conversation — that first 
conversation took place he was — he was at Joe 
Duquette although not one of your students. 

I think he — he had been at Joe Duquette to know 
me and to have asked for me to come outside. 

Right. 

And that's about as much as I can say. 

Okay. And you indicated he said that he was, on 
that occasion he was really afraid, people were 
after him, he was afraid to be seen on the street? 
Something like that, right. 

But you're not sure what that fear was? 

No. 

And the people who he said were after him, he 
didn't identify — 

Yeah. 

-- who those people were. Okay. Then the second 
occasion that you spoke to him, that was how long 
afterwards? 

Oh, that would have been several years later 
because then he was, if I remember correctly, he 
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was in my class. 

And — 

He was doing a grade ten. 

And this would have been at Joe Duquette, then? 
Right. 

Okay. And do you know how long he was at Joe 
Duquette that second time? 

He didn't complete the program. 

Do you remember what time of year it was that you 
would have spoken to him? 

No. 

So he'd have been there for less than a year at 
that time? 

I would think that. That's probably he fell off 
the wagon again and — 

I was just — and I'm — I'm not sure if this 
helps, and I'll just maybe ask you to clarify 
this. Jason was sentenced to four months open 
custody in February, 1991. Would have he been 
attending school at that time at Joe Duquette? If 
he was in an open custody sentence would he 
possibly be at school at Joe Duquette or do you 
know? 

I couldn't say. 

Okay. So when we go through his — his — his 
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record, his various sentences, and we see he's 
been sentenced to open custody or closed custody, 
if he was sentenced to closed custody he would 
then likely not be at — at a school out in the 
community? 

A If he — 

Q And if you're not able to say — 

A Unless he's at Yarrow. We had students from 
Yarrow and — 

Q Okay. 

A -- I don't know if that's an open custody or 

closed custody. 

Q Okay. So fair to say you're not sure if he's 
serving -- 

A That's right. 

Q — an open or closed custody — 

A Right. 

Q — whether he'd been at Joe Duquette or not? 

Okay. And on this occasion again he seemed to be 
— you use the word clean cut. 

A Yeah. 

Q So physically he seemed to certainly be in a 
better place. 

A He was sober then. 

Q Sober, better — better frame of mind. 
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Yeah. 

That sort of — 

He was clear, he had come to school and — 

And do you know if he was serving any sort of 
sentence at that time or just that he was — he 
was in one — 

He was still -- he was still in the process of 
getting his life together but obviously it — it 
fell apart later on, but at that time, yeah, he 
had it pretty well together — 

Okay. 

— for — for someone considering where he came 
from. 

Okay. And you mention that you had gone through 

— you had referred him to a counsellor who was 
familiar with Aboriginal counsel -- 

No. What I did we were visiting, we were talking 
and there was — he was struggling with a lot of 
things and I'm sure, I don't remember the 
conversation. But at the end I could see and we 

— that there was some issues that he was wanting 
to talk about, that there was, you know, there was 
a lot of stuff in there, and that happens quite — 
quite often, but there was this Curtis Ahenakew, a 
young man, he'd have been about 24, 25, who was 
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acting as a — as a — he wasn't a professional 
counsellor but he was just there to help the kids 
out — 

Right. 

— because of the type of person he was. 

Okay. And that's when you said you went through 
the — the smudging -- 
Right. 

— and the prayer — 

Right. 

— in an effort to help him with that? 

Well, sometimes that's all you can do. 

No, I — I — 

Yeah. 

Believe me, I'm not criticizing you. 

Yeah. 

I understand that completely. During that process 
or during that time, that sort of period when he 
came to you and then he eventually spoke with 
Curtis Ahenakew and went through the — the 
smudging and so on, was Neil Stonechild mentioned 
at that time at all? 

No. 

And I'm assuming this would have been sometime 
after Neil's death though. Neil -- Neil died in 
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November of 1990, so it would have been sometime 
later than that. 

A I would think it was probably '92 or so. 

Q Okay. And you've since mentioned that — that 
time to — to Jason and — and, as I understand 
it, Jason has no -- when you spoke to him he 
didn't have a specific recollection about that? 

A Right. No, he never — doesn't — didn't remember 
that. 

Q Okay. Now, you talked, then, about the third time 
when you spoke with Jason and do you know when 
that was, what year that was? 

A I — I think it was in '96. I'm not too sure. It 
could have been late '96 or, I don't think it 
would have been '97 but probably late '96. 

Q Okay. 

A Or early — sometime in '96. 

Q And am I correct, that would be the first time 
that the subject of Neil Stonechild's death and 
any knowledge that Jason might have had about Neil 
Stonechild's death came up with you in your 
discussions with him. 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. And since that time there's been a number 

of discussions that have — that you've had, some 


25 
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I'm assuming very short — 

Right. 

— and others longer in length? 

And it was always in reference to what was 
happening in his life at that time. 

Yeah. In your discussions with -- with Jason, and 
I think you were asked this, he never had conveyed 
to you that he had given a false statement to the 
police or felt compelled to give a false statement 
to the police? 

Right. 

He never told you that? 

No, he told me that. 

He told you that? 

Yeah. 

When did he tell you that? 

At the same time that he told me that story of — 
of his — the night that Neil was in the police 
car. 

He told you he'd given a false statement — 

Right. 

— to the police? Okay. And did he tell you the 
circumstances of that? 

Which statement are you talking about? 

Well -- well, I understand Jason gave a false 
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statement to the police. 

Okay. Yeah. 

He told — 

No, no, no. 

No, he's never told you — 

No. 

— about that. Okay. So just to clarify that. 
Right. He only told me — 

Jason said he had spoke to the police. 

He only told me that — that he had spoken to the 
police twice. 

Okay, but he didn't tell you that he had given a 
false statement to the police? 

No. 

Okay, and did — did Jason ever tell you that he 
had been hiding behind some — some garbage cans 
or garbage bins when he saw Neil? 

I don't remember that detail. 

Okay. Did Jason ever tell you that he was 
arrested and taken to the Police Station two days 
before his December 22 nd birthday and gave a false 
statement to the police? 

Don't remember that. No, I don't think he told me 
that. 

Did Jason tell you that he had gone through a 
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visualization exercise with a teacher at Kilburn 
Hall sometime in the fall of 1991 to help him 
remember and recall what happened the night that 
Neil went missing? 

A He told me that he had spoken to a worker at 
Kilburn Hall. 

Q Okay. 

A But that's all he said. He didn't call it 
visuality or — 

Q Did he tell you that she helped him recall what 
had happened that night? 

A He just said that he had talked about it to 
someone at Kilburn Hall. 

Q Did she tell -- did he tell you that he was having 
difficulty recalling what happened that night and 
had spoke to her about that? 

A No. 

Q Did he indicate to you that he had spoken to 

Neil's mom sometime in the spring or summer or 
fall of 1991, mentioned that she — he had seen 
Neil in the back of a police car but didn't say 
anything about him screaming for help or any 
injuries, that sort of thing? Did he — did he 
relay that to you? 

A I can't recall him telling me that he had spoken 
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to Neil's mom but I -- I don't think he did. 

Q Did he — did he advise you that when he is 

supposed to have seen Neil in the back of the 
police car that Neil was actually calling him by 
name in the presence of the police officers? Did 
he advise you of that? 

A What I remember was that he was saying, "Don't 
leave me, they're going to kill me." I don't 
remember him telling me that he was calling him by 
name. I can't recall that. 

Q Okay. Did Jason ever indicate that he thought 

people were blaming him or anybody was blaming him 
for the death of Neil? 

A That — that came up after he had been released 
and at that time — 

Q After he was released from the Correctional 
Centre? 

A Right. And we were doing our workshops, he would 
-- I remember him one time saying, and he didn't 
give me the Ps name because I knew the Ps, he just 
said, I have to -- I have to — now I'm going to 
paraphrase again because I certainly don't 
recollect the exact words, he said, I need to talk 
to some people about what happened that night 
because that guy, he believes that I ratted on him 
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— something to that effect — and I got to 
straighten that out. 

Okay. 

And he said I -- yeah, and he — we talked -- he 
mentioned that once or twice because that was a 
concern of his that he — he needed to deal with 
that. 

Okay, so did he — did he tell you who he thought 
thought he was a rat and had ratted on him? 

No, he never told me that. I don't remember him 
telling me that. 

Okay. 

He might have because all the kids that you guys 
have all talked about, I mean I knew them all, 
so — 

Sure. Okay, and did he indicate to you that he 
was — that he was scared, that this — 

No, it wasn't a matter of scared, it was just a 
matter of, I have to deal with this. 

Okay. Did he ever express to you concern in the 
sense of fear or scared or concern that this 
person thinks I ratted him out? 

The impression that I had was not that he was 
afraid or scared, the impression that I had was 
that he just wanted to deal with it because he 
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MR. FOX: 


didn't want to be known as a rat. 

Okay. And you would be aware that certainly for 
the people in Neil's — or in Jason's situation 
that would not be a good thing on the street to be 
known as a rat? 

Well, you'd lose a lot of friends that way, yeah. 
And my question I had asked you, though, did Jason 
ever indicate that he thought people were blaming 
him? In other words that, you know, you were out 
with Neil that last night; you came home, he 
didn't come home. Somehow you're responsible for 
that. Was that ever conveyed to you as a feeling 
that Jason had? 

No, Jason -- I think Jason was blaming Jason. 

Jason was blaming Jason, okay. 

Yeah. 

And did you discuss with him whether anybody else 
was blaming Jason? 

That never surfaced because it was always, you 
know, his — his looking at himself, yeah. 

Those are all the questions then. 


Father, thanks. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

MR. ROSSMAN, examining: 


25 


Q 


Father, you've mentioned the school liaison 
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program I guess is the best word to describe it. 
Can you tell us a little bit about what that was? 
You mentioned the school liaison officer being a 
Saskatoon Police officer. 

Okay. 

What do you know about the school liaison program? 
The school liaison program, as I recall, was a 
police officer was assigned to one or two or three 
schools, and the officer was there to develop a 
relationship of — with the students and the 
staff, a relationship where the students would get 
to know the officer and then the officer would be 
able — would be in a position to assist, to help, 
to be a resource to staff and to the students at 
various levels. 

That program was carried on at Joe Duquette? 

Yes. 

Was it carried on at Joe Duquette at the time that 
Mr. Roy was a student? 

I’d have to check it out. I don't know. 

Don't recall? 

No, don't recall. 

Okay. Was that program useful in your view? 

Oh, it was a fantastic program. M'hm. Great 


program. 
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And just what — how would the police do that? 

How would they come — like what would they do 
when they came to the school? 

They'd do a lot of things but their presence was 
-- was to get the kids to know them and the police 
officer to get to know the kids. 

So they'd interact with the kids at the school? 
Right. 

Would the police do lectures or — 

Well, they would — 

— presentations? 

Yeah, they would do various things, depending on 
the school. Our school was a little bit different 
because of the type of school that we were, so it 
was important in our school for a student to get 
to know police in a safe environment and in an 
environment where the students could sort of get 
to know the police as a person. 

So, to instill some trust, would that be fair? 

Oh, that would be a big thing, and — yeah. 

Was it successful in your view? 

Oh, I think so. It shifted the mindset of a lot 
of our students and some of the — depending upon 
the police officers, the police officers would 
advocate on behalf of the kids. If the kids had 
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warrants out for their arrest, I know that they — 
some would take the kids downtown and process the 
arrest, but then, you know, so that things would 
work out all right. Or they would provide 
information or they would CPIC students to let the 
students know if there was something going on and, 
yeah, it was a great program. It — it just made 
good things happen, m'hm. 

Are you familiar with any other programs like the 
Aboriginal liaison officer — 

Right, yeah. 

The peacekeepers program? 

Well, the Aboriginal program for sure. 

Okay. Canoe — and the police would take kids on 
canoe trips and whatnot? 

Yeah. 

Bike trips, that kind of thing? 

Yeah. 

Do you know if Jason ever participated in any of 
those? 

My — my immediate reaction is to say I don't 
think so. 

I'm sorry, I missed your answer. 

My immediate reaction, I think, is to say I don't 


think so. 
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Okay. So in the end result these kinds of 
programs, including at Joe Duquette, where, if I'm 
not mistaken, most of the kids are of Aboriginal 
descent? 

Oh, probably all of them except for one or two 
exceptions over the years. 

So those programs were helpful to the kids and the 
police as well? 

I think it was mutually beneficial. 

And to the community? 

I'm sorry? 

And to the community? Helpful to the community? 

X think so. Oh, no, I would go further than that, 
I would say I definitely agree that it was 
beneficial to the community. 

You mentioned you were at White Buffalo with Jason 
when he pointed out one of the officers but you 
didn't see — 

Right. 

-- which officer he pointed out. Do you remember 
when, or what occasion, that was? 

That was maybe a year — a year ago, a year and a 
half ago. 

Do you remember the occasion? 

It was — it was a workshop on -- on community 
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relationships with other police. 

Do you remember who was the presenter, or anything 
bike that, that would help us nail down when and 
where? 

No. No. 

So about a year and a half ago and that's the 
nature of the program but you don't remember any 
further detail? 

No. I used to go to a lot of these. 

Well — 

I could look it up. I could go to White Buffalo 
and get — you know, they'd have that in their 
records but — 

Okay, well, if — if you could do that that would 
be appreciated. 

Sure. 

I'm sure that Saskatoon Police Service would like 
to know that. 

Yeah, well, I'm sure they know because I mean 
there was about 20 - 25 police officers there, so 
they would know that. 

So that would be unusual, in your experience, to 
have that many police officers there? 

,1 would think that in a community relationship 


program. 
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1 MR. ROSSMAN: Okay, thank you, those are my 

2 questions. 

3 THE COMMISSIONER: Father, is White buffalo a 

4 conference centre? I'm not just sure what — 

5 THE WITNESS: No, that was in the gym. That was 

6 in — they have a gym there and because it's inner 

7 city or downtown, I assume — I assume that that 

8 was just a convenient place to make it. 


9 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

It was — where was it located 

10 


again, I'm sorry? 

11 

THE 

WITNESS: 

In the gym of the White Buffalo 

12 


Youth Centre. 


13 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Oh, okay. 

14 

THE 

WITNESS: 

Right. 

15 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Is White Buffalo in Saskatoon? 

16 

THE 

WITNESS: 

It's on 20 th Street. 

17 

THE 

COMMISSIONER: 

Oh, I'm sorry. 

18 


Q MR. ROSSMAN: 

Perhaps, Father, for the 

19 


edification of 

— of the people, could you 

20 


describe what 

the youth buffalo — or sorry. White 

21 


Buffalo Youth 

Lodge is? 

22 


A Well, it's — 

it's a drop-in centre for Native — 

23 


well, anybody 

I guess, on 20 th Street and it's 

24 


brand new. It 

's only about, what, three or four 

25 


years old, I imagine, I think, and there are 
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programs in there. There's — the Catholic School 
Board have a teacher in there, the Public School 
Board have a teacher in there, so they — they 
have a school program, and then they provide 
activities for Native kids. They do sweats, they 
do basketball and — it's a drop-in centre and a 
counselling centre. 

Q And is it your understanding that this is a joint 
project of the City of Saskatoon and the 
Aboriginal community? 

A Saskatoon Tribal Council, I think. 

Q And the City of Saskatoon? 

A Right. 

MR. ROSSMAN: Yes, thanks. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Other questions? 

MR. GIBSON, examining: 

Q Father Andre, my name is Bruce Gibson. I'm 

counsel with the RCMP. My friend Mr. Plaxton 
raised a matter with you concerning Vanessa 
Kayseas and, I guess, an allegation that she was 
selling drugs outside of the confectionery, and 
you may recall that? 

A Yes. 

Q And I think in your direct examination yesterday 

you made a comment with respect to that Jason was 
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concerned about the police and whether they were, 

I guess, out to get him. And you, I guess, in 
your comments said you weren't sure whether that 
was true or not but that was in his mind and he 
might have been paranoid. Is that — is that a 
fair representation of what you — 

A At first when he first started to talk about that, 
of course, I -- I wasn't sure if — whether there 
was any facts to that or not, to his fear. But I 
knew Vanessa and I knew that she wasn't selling 
drugs, and I knew that she was a student at the 
university and that just didn't fit in, into 
Vanessa's life style to be selling drugs to kids. 
So right away I sort of perked my ears and said, 
now, what's this all about? 

Q Yes. I think more specifically the point that I'm 
getting to is Mr. Plaxton filed an exhibit today, 
P-35, dealing with some paperwork that the City 
Police had followed up on, and I guess the concern 
that was raised the other day was that there 
was no paperwork, et cetera, on that point. Is 
that 

A I was advised by the police officer Bob Loran that 
I asked is there -- what — can you tell me what 
happened? And then he phoned me back and he said 
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as far as he knew it never happened because there 


was no documentation to that effect. 

And Mr. Plaxton specifically asked you that, when 
you had a discussion with the RCMP on this, 
whether they brought that incident to your 
attention, and do you recall giving a statement to 
Constable Brian Mayrs March 14 th of 2000? 

I do. 

Okay, and I'm just going to show you a copy of 
that. 

I have a copy here. 

Do you have a copy of that there? 

Yeah. 

And I believe towards the middle to bottom of the 
third page you talked roughly about Jason 
expressing some fear with concern to his dealings 
with police, and maybe I can get you to look at 
that point or those few lines there. 

On the third page? 

Yes, I think that's where — where you express 
with Constable Mayrs. It says, "I know that he 
still, is very much in fear, " and then Constable 
Mayrs says, "When you say 'in fear,' in fear of?" 
And then if you can just look at that. I don't 
think it's important that you read it into the 
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record, but that was your discussion with 
Constable Mayrs and I'll give you a chance to look 
at that with respect — 

A I haven't found it yet. 

Q Okay. I'll try and point it out to you. 

A Yeah. 

Q Unfortunately they're not numbered but if you go 

to the bottom -- I'll give you my copy. And the 
general discussion there is he asks you with 
respect to — you said Jason was in fear, and then 
there's a discussion there. I'm just going to get 
you to have a look at that briefly. 

A Okay. 

Q And as I was referencing, my friend Mr. Plaxton 
raised the question with you as to the ROMP not 
pointing out to you that there had, in fact, been 
paperwork with respect to Vanessa Kayseas and the 
confectionery incident, correct? 

A I was not advised. 

Q Yes, and when you had your meeting with Constable 
Mayrs on March 14 th of 2000 that's something that 
you didn't raise with Constable Mayrs, did you? 

You didn't raise the confectionery incident, if I 
can call it that? Doesn't look like it was 
raised. 
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A If it's not in there I didn't raise it. 

Q Okay, and so you didn't in any way express to 

Constable Mayrs that that is something that Jason 
may have shared with you or not. 

A No. 

Q Is that fair? Okay, thank you. 

A It's interesting if I can just, if I may, sir, I 
was interviewed twice, though, by the constable 
here, but there's only one report. 

Q That's correct. And do you recall that there was 
a verbal interview in June? 

A That's the second interview? 

Q Yes. 

A Well, I don't know if it was in June but I know he 
came back. 

Q But there was a second interview — 

A Right. 

Q But that's — that's the only statement — 

A Right. 

Q — that you were — thank you. 

A Yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any other questions? Mr. Hesje, do 

you have any re-examination? 

MR. HESJE: No re-examination. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. Father. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: 


Probably be an appropriate time 


to take a break. Do you have another 


itness arranged? 


Yes, we're ready to go. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Very well, take 15 minutes. 


(PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 11:16 A.M. AND RECONVENED AT 11:34 


Mr. Commissioner, the next witness 


is Flora Binning. 


FLORA DELORES BINNING, sworn, testifies: 


MR. HESJE, examining: 


Ms. Binning, the The Rules of Practice and 
Procedure established for this Inquiry provide 


that all witnesses must be advised that they have 
the protection of section 37 of The Saskatchewan 


Evidence Act and section 5 of the Canada Evidence 
Act. These statutory provisions state that 


testimony that may tend to criminate you, tend to 
establish liability to a civil proceeding, and 


which testimony you would not be compelled to 
provide at common law, shall not be used or 


admissible in evidence against you in a criminal 
trial or other criminal proceedings against you. 


other than the prosecution for perjury in the 
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giving of evidence or for the giving of 
contradictory evidence, and shall not be used or 
receivable in evidence against you in any other 
civil proceeding or any other proceeding under an 
act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. You are 
hereby advised that such protection shall apply 
without you expressly invoking such protection. 

Ms. Binning, thank you for appearing this morning. 
I know that I've asked you several times 
previously to be here and it has not been 
convenient. I'm sorry, asked you several times 
and we didn't actually get to you. 

Ms. Binning, did you know Neil Stonechild? 

A Yes. 

Q Can you just give us some background on how long 

you knew Neil and the circumstances of how you got 
to know him? 

A Well, I knew his brother in high school, Marcel, 

and that's how I knew Neil. Neil hung out with my 
boyfriend, Eddie, also with my sister, Jason and 
Cheryl, and a bunch of other people. I couldn't 
tell you how long I knew him. I'm guessing 
probably maybe about four years. 

Q Okay. You made reference to your boyfriend, 

Eddie, that is Eddie Rushton? 
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M' hm. 

Now in — do you recall in 1990 where you lived? 
3269 Milton Street. 

Is that — do you know at that period in time 
where the Stonechilds lived? 

There's a crescent like to the left of the house 
right across the street and I believe they lived 
on — I'm not exactly sure what the house number 
was but it was a white house and it was just 
around the corner. It's like maybe two minutes, 
not even two minutes away. 

Okay. Was Neil Stonechild — was he over at your 
house from time to time? 

A lot, yeah. 

When you say a lot, how much? 

Pretty much daily, depending if he was in jail or 
not, depending who was in jail and stuff like 
that. 

Now, were there other -- was there a group of 
friends that would get together at your house? 
There was a lot of people that went through the 
house, yeah. 

Can you — at that time in late 1990 who would the 
group of friends be that would get together there? 
Let's see. There would be — well, I just had a 
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kid so my friends — Juanita might have been 
there. Eddie Rushton would have been there. 

Okay. If you would call them by the — 

Last names? 

— last names, yes. 

Juanita Bird. 

Okay. 

Eddie Rushton, Jolene Whitehead, my sister Julie 
Binning, Neil Stonechild, Jason Roy, Cheryl 
Antoine, my brother Clayton lived there, Clayton 
Binning. Some of the Ahenakews stopped by once in 
awhile. Terry Dustyhorn, I don't know if he was 
there very often but he did appear. I'm just 
trying to remember. That was pretty much it. 

There was my brother's friends also came over, 
too, but I don't really remember their last names. 
All right. Did your mother live at the house as 
well? 

Yes, it was her residence. We all lived there. 

In 1990 how old would you have been approximately? 
I was 18. 

Okay. Now, Ms. Binning, do you recall the last 
day that you saw Neil Stonechild alive? 

T remember events and stuff that was happening but 
I don't know exactly what was going around. I was 
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watching T.V. and my son was with me, and that was 
in the living room. And then I believe there was 
people drinking in the kitchen, I couldn't tell 
you who was all there or who was all drinking. 

But again, like everybody was there most of the 
time and it just didn't faze me. 

Q Do you remember Neil being there that evening? 

A Yes, he was there. 

Q And do you recall if Jason Roy was there that 
evening? 

A He could have been there. He probably was there. 
More than likely he was. 

Q And your recollection is that there was a group of 
people there — 

A Oh, yeah. 

Q — and there was some drinking? 

A M' hm. 

Q Do you have any recollection as to the time of day 
that Neil would have been there? 

A I believe it was in the evening because it was 

dark but of course it was wintertime so I couldn't 
tell you exact time because dark — you know, it's 
dark earlier. 

Q Do you recall whether he had been there earlier in 
the same day? 


25 
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A No, I don't know if he was there earlier. 

Q Do you have any recollection of Neil leaving that 
evening? 

A Yes, he left through the front door and the T.V. 
was right beside the door pretty much. 

Q Okay, and did he leave by himself? 

A That I remember he left by himself, but we had two 
doors so I couldn't see who went through the back 
door, if anybody left with him. 

Q Okay. And do you recall approximately what time 
he would have left? 

A I'm guessing it was probably about 9:00 or 10:00. 

I'm not too sure. Like there was no clock where I 
was sitting or, well, I don't even remember what I 
was watching at the time. 

Q Do you recall any explanation as to why he was — 

A He was going to the store. 

Q -- leaving? And did he indicate that to you or — 

A Yeah, there was munchies. People wanted munchies. 

Q Now, I think I've already asked you but is that 
the last time you saw Neil? 

A Yes. 

Q Did you, that evening, receive any information as 

to anything that might have happened to Neil after 
he left your house? 
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No, not that evening, no. 

Did you, at some point, receive information as to 
what happened to Neil? 

After they found him or during the process he was 
missing? 

Okay, now let's go through the process when he was 
missing, first of all. The following day now — 
Well, his mom called, looking for him. 

Do you recall whether you spoke to her? 

I don't know who exactly. I could have spoke to 
her but, of course, you know, there were so many 
people in and out of the house. 

Okay, and when she called looking for him did you 
have any information then as to where he might be? 
All I know is that he went to the store. 

After that, during the time that he was missing, 
do you recall receiving any more information about 
what had happened to him or where he was? 

Just what Cheryl Ann told me. 

Okay. But first, before we go into what she told 
you, do you recall when you received information 
from Cheryl Ann, was it before the funeral or 
after? 

I don't remember. Honesly I don't remember. 

It could have been either? 
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Yeah. 

Now then, do you recall any of the circumstances 
of your discussion with Cheryl Ann? Do you 
remember where she told you this — 

Probably at the house. 

And Cheryl Ann, is that one and the same as Cheryl 
Antoine? 

Yeah, it would be Cheryl Ann. 

You refer to her as Cheryl Ann? 

M' hm. 

Her full name was Antoine? 

Yeah. 

Okay. Now, what then do you recall that Cheryl 
Antoine told you? 

Just what Jason told her about that evening, that 
they went to the store and they went to an 
apartment to see -- I believe it was one of Neil's 
ex's. I'm not too sure exactly. And then somehow 
they got separated. And the last time, I believe 
she said something along the lines as Jason got 
stopped by the police officers and he seen Neil in 
the car, and that's the last time he was seen. 

Did you hear any other stories or rumours as to 
what had happened to Neil? Now, I'm talking about 
after his body was found. 
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I heard that somebody picked him up in a car and 
beat him up or something like that, you know, 
just, you know, said it's the police, one, and 
stuff like that, and there was a couple of 
rumours. But I don't really remember all of them 
but I remember that one, that he got picked up 
from the store and — 

And do you recall who — the source of that one? 
Who told me that? No. It's just gossip. 

Do you recall ever speaking directly to Jason Roy 
about what happened that evening? 

Usually I talked to Cheryl Ann. Jason -- I've 
known Jason for years now, and I really don't 
remember discussing anything about that with him. 
Now, were you ever contacted by the Saskatoon 
Police Service in the time period after Jason's 
body was found — sorry, Neil's body was found? 

No, no. 

You have no recollection of having ever been 
contacted by them? 

Just by the RCMP. 

And that would have been more recently? 

Just when they were doing the inquiry and stuff 
like that, the first one, that was the only time I 
got contacted. 
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Q That would have been in the last two or three 
years? 

A Yeah, or I don't even remember. All I know is I 
was living on Avenue H. 

Q But around the time that Neil's body was found you 
had no contact with the police about that. 

A No. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you, Ms. Binning, that's 

all the questions I have for you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Examination? 

MR. WATSON If either of my two friends don't 

have any, I have some. 

MR. CURTIS: Our protocol continues, does it? 

MR. CURTIS, examining: 

Q Good morning, Ms. Binning. 

A Good morning. 

Q Just so you know, I'm Greg Curtis assisting Mr. 

Worme, representing the family of Neil Stonechild 
here. I just have a couple questions for you. 

You had mentioned here what Cheryl had told you 
that Jason had told her about getting stopped by 
the police car. At that point in time was it 
mentioned that Neil was in the car? 

A Yes. 

Q And do you recall giving an interview to a 
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Constable Brian Mayrs in March of 2000, RCMP 
officer? 

A Is that the RCMP? Yeah, that was in a car. 

Q Okay. I wonder if I could just have you look at 

the bottom of the first page. There's some answer 
to a question, and at the top of the second page 
there's a statement that you made that I'm not too 
sure how it fits into the rest of your statement. 

A Is that when — okay. 

Q I guess first of all I note these statements have 
no page numbers on them. I'm wondering if — can 
we confirm that Ms. Binning's statement made to 
the RCMP is three pages long? 

A Yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you intend to have this marked, 

Mr. Curtis? 


MR. CURTIS: I'm sorry? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Do you intend to have this marked? 

MR. CURTIS: No, I don't. I'm just trying to 

get clarification of a statement made at the top 
of what appears to be page two of that statement, 
where you said something about that, "There's 
nothing you can do about it", or somebody said 
"There's nothing you can do about it". 

Q Are you able to tell from reading the bottom of 
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page one and going to the top of page two what you 


meant by that statement? 

That he mentioned something but there was not much 
he can do about it? 

Yeah. 

Well, there's nothing you can do about it. 

Okay, do about — 

What happened. 

Okay, so you're just referring to the fact that 
Neil was gone and there was nothing you can do 
about it? 

No. 

Is that what — is that what you meant by that? 

No. 

Oh, could you explain what you meant? 

I just meant that — this was in 2000, right? 

Right. 

Basically all the evidence is gone, there's 
nothing you can do about it. 

Oh, okay. So — and I apologize here, but is this 
something that you're saying that Jason mentioned 
something like that? 

Jason didn't really talk to me directly. Usually 
I got all the information from Cheryl Ann and then 
if Jason was to talk to anybody it would have been 
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Eddie. 

Q Okay. 

A And then Eddie would have told me something. 

Q Okay, but you are here having someone convey to 
you about something Jason had said about all the 
evidence is gone and there's nothing you can do 
about it. 

A There's nothing you can do. 

THE COMMISSIONER But this came to you third or 

fourth hand; is that right? 

THE WITNESS: Pardon? 

THE COMMISSIONER: This information came to you 

from — through several other people? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, other people basically. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And did anybody tell you in the 

course of this what he meant by that? 

THE WITNESS: No. 

Q MR. CURTIS: I'm also looking at a portion of 

your statement here where you're commenting on -- 
on, I guess, the level of inebriation. Do you 
recall that evening in your own observations how 
inebriated Neil was when you saw him? 

A He was — I guess, let's see -- he wasn't falling 
down drunk. He wasn't like — like I've worked in 
a bar and there is like tipsy, there's drunk and 
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there's just out of your head. 

Q Right. 

A Basically he was in between tipsy and being 

completely — well, not completely intoxicated but 
he was, you know, you can carry a conversation 
with him, he knew what he was doing. 

Q Okay. So it's fair to say you could tell that he 
was under the influence of alcohol -- 

A Yeah. Yeah. 

Q — but he was still coherent. 

A Yes. 

MR. CURTIS: Okay, thanks very much, ma'am. 

That's all I have for you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Watson? 

MR. WATSON, examining: 

Q Ms. Binning, my name is Jay Watson. I represent 
Officer Senger. I take it at your house at that 
time in 1990 November you did have a phone that 
worked? 

A Yeah. 

Q And you don't recall — you assume that Jason Roy 
was there but you don't have any specific 
recollection of seeing him there that night. Is 
that correct? 

A I was in the living room and they were in the 
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kitchen, and they could have been downstairs. 
Basically what we had, like downstairs there was a 
couple of beds and basically, you know, some place 
that you could sit and listen to music and stuff 
like that. People would be down there. In the 
kitchen we would play cards, depending on how many 
people were playing cards. Usually if we were 
playing canasta — or I mean kaiser, I should say, 
there was only four, and then people sitting 
around there. So they could have been spread out 
within the house. 

Right. And you also don't have any recollection 
of Jason leaving the house. 

He could have left through the back door. 

And so obviously you can't make any — you have no 
idea what level of inebriation he was when he 
left. 

They only had a smaller vodka bottle, to my 
understanding, and there was quite a few people 
drinking that, and that, so I don't know how 
inebriated he would have got, or if he was 
actually drinking before that. 

You don't know. 

No. 

Right. Now, you think -- I think you mentioned 
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you thought the 


that the reason that they left — 
reason they left was to get some munchies? 

Yeah, well, I believe -- I'm not too sure if 
Cheryl Ann was pregnant or -- somebody wanted some 
junk food. That's all I know. 

Okay. I'm going to show you the same statement 
you made to the police. 

They didn't have any money. 

Okay, well, first of all let me ask you, that's 
the same statement you were looking at earlier? 
Yeah. 

Okay, and you recall talking to the police at that 
time, the RCMP Police? 

Okay, yeah. 

And at the time you obviously would have been 
trying to give them your best recollection at the 
t ime — 

Yeah. 

— of what happened, correct? Right? 

Yeah. 

Okay, and do you recall being asked the question 
as to why did they leave and do you recall saying 
that they left — they basically ran out of booze? 
Yeah, but they were both minors. How are they 
going to get alcohol though? 
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1 Q Well, no, I'm not — I'm just asking for your 

2 recollections. 

3 A Okay. 

4 Q I'm not asking you to come to some — to a 

5 deduction. 

6 A Okay. Sorry. 

7 Q So you recall giving that answer to the police 

8 that they basically ran out of booze and were 

9 going to get some more. Yes? 

10 A Yes. 

11 Q Okay, and that was obviously your recollection at 

12 the time when you spoke to the police, correct? 

13 A M'hm. M'hm. 

14 Q Okay. And were you — did they mention anything 

15 about doing a B and E to get some more booze? 

16 A No. 

17 Q You don't recall that? 

18 A No. 

19 Q You knew that Neil did do B and Es and Jason did 

20 B and Es from time to time? 

21 A Yeah, so did Eddie. 

22 Q So it wouldn't be unusual for them to do a B and E 

23 to get some more booze. 

24 A No. 

25 Q Now, when you — when you did hear what Jason had 
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to say about what happened to Neil through Cheryl 


Ann — 

M'hm. 

— did she say anything, like you didn't give — 
there weren't too much details, I take it, with 
respect to what he said. 

No. 

He didn't mention anything about the injuries — 

He was bloody in the back of the car. 

Sorry? 

He was yelling, "They're going to kill me," in the 
back of the car. That's what she said. 

Did she mention anything about seeing any 
injuries? 

That he was bleeding, that's all. He said that to 
her and she said that to me. 

Okay, I'll have you take a look at the second page 
of that statement. The police officer asked you 
about that as well in 2000, did they not? 

It wasn't Jason that enclosed [sic] it, it was 
Cheryl Ann that told me. 

Fair enough, but you didn't tell the police about 
hearing something about Jason saying something 
about injuries to the RCMP at the time, did you? 
What was the question again? Sorry. 
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Q Okay, what I'm — what I'm getting at is that in 
2000 when you spoke to the RCMP -- 

A M' hm. 

Q — you did not mention hearing anything about a 

story about Jason having — or, sorry, Neil having 
injuries in the back of the police car? 

A No. 

Q Now, is it fair to say that — I mean you've had 
discussions with other people about this incident 
from 2000 and on, is that fair to say? 

A Yeah. 

Q And is it also fair to say that it's sometimes 
difficult to keep separate what you actually 
remember and what you've heard from other people? 
Is that fair to say? 

A Yes, that's fair to say. 

Q Now, you mentioned that there were some rumours 

going around at the time that maybe somebody 
picked Neil up at a 7-Eleven and beat him up. 

A Yeah, and then dropped him off or something like 
that. 

Q Right. Do you recall if there were any names 
associated with who might have done that? 

A No. 

Q Now, you knew that Neil had been beaten up a 
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couple of months prior to November of 1990 by the 
Ps; is that right? 

A I don't remember that, no. 

Q Because Eddie was involved in that situation as 
well, right? 

A He probably was. I don't know. 

Q You didn't know anything about that? 

A No. 

MR. WATSON: All right. Thank you. I have no 

further questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? 

MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

Q Ms. Binning, my name is Drew Plaxton. I represent 
the police union. I have a few questions if I 
can. Just hold on for a second. Neil, you 
recall, at your house was drinking and I think you 
placed his intoxication level between tipsy and 
drunk. Is that basically where you put it? 

A In between there, yeah. 

Q Now, did Neil do a lot of drinking at your place? 

A With Eddie and — a few times, yeah. There was a 

lot of parties at my place on weekends. 

Q M' hm. 

A But I don't know if Neil attended every one of 
them or if Jason attended every one of them. 
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1 

Q 

Okay and when Neil got drunk or had been drinking 

2 


did his character change at all? 

3 

A 

Not really. He was a pretty happy-go-lucky 

4 


person. 

5 

Q 

Did he ever get involved in any fights or anything 

6 


like that? 

7 

A 

Not at my house, no. 

8 

Q 

Otherwise to your knowledge? 

9 

A 

Outside my house, basically, I don't know what he 

10 


did outside my house. 

11 

Q 

Okay. Now, if we can get back to the rumours you 

12 


had heard as to what may have happened to Neil. 

13 


You heard a rumour about the police. 

14 

A 

M' hm. 

15 

Q 

And you can't tell us exactly when you first heard 

16 


that. 

17 

A 

No, I don't really remember. 

18 

Q 

You heard a rumour about some people picking him 

19 


up. 

20 

A 

M' hm. 

21 

Q 

Possibly from the 7-Eleven. 

22 

A 

Around that area, 33 rd Street. 

23 

Q 

I'm sorry, on 33 rd Street? 

24 

A 

Around, yeah, that's where the Sev. is. 

25 

Q 

Is that where the 7-Eleven is? 
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A Yeah, on 33 rd . 

Q Okay. That's the one near your house? 

A Yeah, it's like two and a half blocks away from 
there. 

Q Okay. And you can't remember any names being 
associated with that. 

A No. 

Q Can you recall any other rumours? 

A That he tried to turn himself in to the 
correctional centre. 

Q Okay. Did you hear a rumour about he and Jason 
going out to do a B and E? 

A No. 

Q Did you hear a rumour about him and anyone going 
out to do a B and E? 

A No. 

Q The -- I think you made a statement, something to 
the effect that both Neil and Jason were minors, 
how could they get alcohol? 

A M' hm. 

Q I assume that was done in a joking fashion. 

A Yeah, well 

Q Okay. They — they had no problem getting 
alcohol, right? 

A They'd probably get somebody to buy it for them. 
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yeah. 

Q Okay, well, Marcel Stonechild would buy for them? 

A Yeah. 

Q All sorts of people would buy for them, right? 

A Eddie, I believe, was old enough, too. 

Q Eddie? 

A M' hm. 

Q Okay, and they would also get some through B and 
Es, too, if they could. 

A Yes. 

Q What — how much drinking was Neil doing during 
that period of time? An awful lot? 

A At my house? 

Q Or just generally from your knowledge of Neil. 

A Well, he didn't drink every day if that's what 
you're saying. I couldn't tell you. Like 
whenever somebody got together or whenever 
somebody had money, or if they were drinking then 
he would drink, but depending on where he was. 

Q Did he — when he drank did he tend to drink a 
little too much? 

A I don't know. I wasn't holding his hand. 

Q I'm not asking you if you held his hand but when 

you saw him did he tend to overdo the drinking 
when he was drinking? 
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When you're that age basically you're there to get 
drunk, so I'm guessing. I don't know. I wasn't 
there. I don't know exactly what he could drink 
or how much he drank, or anything of that sort. 
What you're telling us, though, is the drinking 
style of Jason, Neil and the rest of the gang was 
drink until you get drunk. 

Pretty much, yeah. 

Was there much drugs going on at that period of 
time? 

Just basically pot, nothing too heavy. 

Okay. Do you know if Neil or Jason were doing any 
pot that night at your house? 

Not with my son in the house, no. If they would 
have did it they would have — they would have 
done it downstairs. 

Okay. Your son, I assume, was young at that point 
in time. 

Yeah, he was like a month and a half. 

Okay, now, dealing with Neil, I think when Mr. 
Watson was asking you questions you didn't know 
that he had been beaten up a month or so before he 
died? 

Could have been. There was so much, you know, 
stuff that was going around back then I don't know 
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what was going on because I — you know, like I 
got pregnant so I was basically just sitting at 
home and everybody knew I was on the couch, so — 
You were hearing, I assume, rumours from the 
street, though. 

Yeah. Or rumours from — or Ed would tell me or 
somebody else would tell me in the house or, you 
know. 

There was, about that period of time, there was an 
awful lot of violence going on between the various 
families, wasn't there? 

I believe so. 

There was the McDonalds, the Gambles, the Ps, the 
Carons? 

Well, I knew the McDonalds and the Carons were, 
they were always, you know, after each other. But 
as for the Ps and anybody else, I don't know. 

Do you remember something about Neil being 
involved in trying to sell some stolen guns? 

I don't know anything about guns, no. 

Do you remember -- now,Eddie, as I understand, he 
passed about in '92. Is that correct? 

Yes. 

Before that do you recall Eddie and Neil 
Stonechild being subpoenaed to testify against the 
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Ps concerning a gun deal? 

Yeah, we had the guns on Avenue K or something 
like that. I remember that. 

Oh, okay. Now, that was — that was just before 
Neil died, wasn't it? 

I don't know if it was before Neil or even if Neil 
was involved in that. 

Okay, you remember Eddie being subpoenaed. 

I remember Eddie, yeah. 

Okay, and there was a gun deal and that's when you 
were living on Avenue K, is that right? 

K or something like that, yeah. 

Okay, and Eddie was supposed to go testify 
concerning a gun deal and that involved the Ps? 
Could have been. I don't know who it involved. 

Do you remember Eddie telling you he didn't have 
to testify in the end result or what did Eddie 
tell you about that? 

Eddie — basically Eddie didn't tell me anything. 

I wouldn't even know if he was in jail half the 
time unless, of course, he phoned me. 

Not an incredibly close relationship? 

Oh, yeah, we were close. It's just he didn't 
involve me in his crime life and stuff like that. 
Okay. Eddie was in pretty deep, was he? 
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A Yes. 

Q Okay. Neil and Eddie were close friends or 

friends? 

A They were friends, yes. There was a difference in 
age and stuff so — 

Q About how old — how much older was Eddie? 

A I believe Eddie was 19 and Neil was 17, 16, I 

don't know. 

Q I think he was 17 when he passed away. 

A Yeah. 

Q Does that make sense? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. Jason, was he in tight, if you will, with 
Eddie or did it seem not? 

A Eddie had his own group of friends and basically 
if — because we were together, that's how we all 
got — got along and stuff like that. Because 
there was different age groups, my sister hung out 
with Neil, that was their age group there. And 
then me and Eddie and then the older people or 
whatever. He had his own group of friends, too, 
but he did hang out with Neil and Jason. 

Q Do you remember — okay, you remember Neil leaving 
your mothers place that night. 

A Yes. 
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Q Through the front door. 

A M' hm. 

Q Do you remember there being any vehicles out 
there? 

A No. 

Q Of the group of people you've spoken of, did a 

number of them have vehicles during that period? 

A No, none of them did. 

Q None? 

A None. 

Q Okay, did they steal the odd one from time to 
time? 

A No, not to my knowledge, no. Not — and brought 
it the house? No. 

Q Okay, but maybe taken it somewhere else? 

A They could have. I don't know. 

Q Okay, I think -- I think we all know that there 
was some maybe illegal activity. 

A Oh, yeah, there was illegal activity that was 

going on but to my — 

Q Was car theft part of it as far as you knew? 

A No. Basically it was just B and Es from my 
understanding. 

MR. PLAXTON: Okay, thank you. 

Other questions? 
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THE COMMISSIONER: 
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MR. FOX, examining: 

Q Ms. Binning, I'm Aaron Fox. I'm counsel for 

Constable Hartwig, one of the officers. Just that 
night, and I think you've sort of indicated you — 
certainly Jason Roy could have been there that 
night and you assume he may very well have been 
there that night. You would have expected him -- 

A He probably was there. If Cheryl Ann was there, 
he was there. 

Q Yeah, just that you don't have a specific 

recollection of seeing him, that's what you've 
told us. 

A M' hm. 

Q In terms of other people who were there, do you 
remember any of the other people? Kenny Night, 
was he there? Anybody else like that beyond your 
sort of immediate circle of the names that you 
mentioned? 

A Well, the Nights hung out there, yeah. 

Q Okay. 

A Sharon Night's one of my best friends. 

Q I was just talking about that night, though, if 

you can recall anybody else specifically being 
there. And I know -- I appreciate we're going 
back a long time when I'm asking this, but — 
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Anybody else that I mentioned from -- 
Beyond what you mentioned. You've mentioned a 
number of names of people that you thought would 
have been there or likely would have been there. 
Anybody else that you recall who was there that 
night? 

I don't really remember who was all there. 

Okay, and is Kenny Night related to Sharon? 

Sharon Night? Yeah, they're cousins. 

They're cousins, and do you know if Kenny Night 
was there that — 

He could have possibly been there, yeah. 

Just no specific recollection? 

I don't think he was there, though. 

Okay. But just in terms of your sort of knowledge 
of what happened, as I understand it word began to 
get out that Neil hadn't come home, and I think 
that probably first came to you by a phone call -- 
Yeah. 

-- from Neil's mom — 

Yeah. 

— trying to find Neil. And as I understand it, 
at that point in time as the inquiries are being 
made, you know, have you seen Neil, do you know 
where he is, at that time you didn't really have 
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any information as to Neil's whereabouts? 

No, no. 

Basically all you could say is — 

Is that he went to — 

-- he'd been at our place, he left, I haven't seen 
him since. And then at some point in time after 
Neil was found and the funeral took place, other 
information started coming out about maybe what 
happened to Neil that night. 

M'hm, yes. 

Fair to say? 

Yeah. 

And would I be correct in saying as well that that 
information was kind of coming out a little bit — 
a piece at a time? 

Pretty much, yeah. 

Like I think I gathered from your evidence, and 
you tell me if I'm wrong in this, but I gathered 
from your evidence that at some point in time 
after the funeral, obviously you'd heard the 
rumour about him possibly being picked up at 7- 
Eleven; that's one of the rumours you heard? 

Yes. 

At some point in time after the funeral as well, 
some information was conveyed to you that Neil had 
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been in the back of a police car. 

A Yes. 

Q And then further passage, further information 

eventually came that he was in the back of a 
police car and he was bleeding — bloody. 

A Well, actually, no, all the information came at 
once. Like Cheryl Ann told me what was told to 
her, but I'm not too sure when she told me. I 
can't recollect exactly that point in time. 

Q Okay. I think we're going to hear from Cheryl Ann 
in any event, she might have a better 
recollection. So the most you can say is that at 
some point in time afterwards, after the funeral, 
you got some information from Cheryl Ann about 
Neil's whereabouts that night. 

A Yes. 

Q And that would have been information that she 

indicated she got from Jason Roy. 

A Yeah, well, they were together and they had a kid 
together. 

Q Sure, and as I understand, you never actually 

spoke directly to Jason Roy in terms of him 

relaying to you actually what he saw that night. 
You don't have any recollection of having that 
kind of discussion with him? 
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A No. 

FOX: Just hold on one second. I think 

I'm finished, Mr. Commissioner. I just want to 
check one thing if I could. 

Q The conversation you had with Cheryl Antoine, the 
first conversation she had, do you remember where 
that was, where you were when you spoke to her? 
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A No. 

Q Okay, in terms of your recollection is back at 

that time somewhere you received some information 
from her, in terms of specifics, date or where you 
were or when it was, no recollection of that? 

A No. 


MR. FOX: Those are all the questions I have, 

thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

MR. ROSSMANN, examining: 

Q Thank you. I just had a few questions for you. 

Do you recall — you said you didn't remember for 
sure or didn't know for sure whether or not Jason 
Roy was at your house on that night. Do you 
remember him — 

A He was probably there. 

Q Sorry? 

A He was probably there, though. 
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1 Q Do you remember seeing him later, like 12:00-ish? 

2 A I could have been in bed. I don't know. I don't 

3 know. I don't remember exactly if — I could have 

4 fell asleep, I could have — you know, I had just 

5 a newborn baby so I was pretty much tired all the 

6 time. 

7 Q I'm asking you because one of the things Jason Roy 

8 said, as I recall, and maybe you were here and 

9 maybe you weren't, but he said he thought it might 

10 have been you that let him back in the house. 

11 A I let everybody in the house. 

12 Q So you wouldn't know. 

13 A It could be 3 o'clock in the morning, somebody 

14 could be banging on the door. I'll look at you, 

15 open the door and go back to bed. That's what I 

16 do. 

17 Q Okay. 

18 A I have a habit of doing that. Don't ask me why. 

19 Q Fair enough. Now, I think you have your statement 

20 in front of you that you gave to the RCMP? 

21 A M' hm. 

22 Q And on the first page of that you describe what 

23 Neil was wearing. 

24 A Yeah. Okay. 

25 Q And does that fit your recollection? 
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A Whereabouts? Oh. 

Q About a third of the way down. 

A Yeah, except I'm pretty sure he had something over 
his jean jacket, though. 

Q Okay, and what do you remember him wearing when he 
left? 

A A pair of jeans. I don't know if the high-tops 
were in but I know they were white shoes. A 
lumber jacket — he always wore lumber jackets 
back the. I don't know, everybody was wearing 
them. 

Q And this is — this is like one of the checked 
things, sort of a heavy felt-like or -- 

A Yeah, lumber jackets, yeah. 

Q -- heavy cotton cloth? 

A Yeah. That was the in — 

Q And over top of that you said a jean jacket? 

A Jean jacket and then I'm pretty sure, I don't know 

if it was a winter coat or if it was a pullover or 
what exactly it was, but I'm pretty sure there was 
something overtop of it. 

Q Are you going by what you recall or by what he 
normally wore? 

A No, I know he had something over the jean jacket, 
no. 
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1 Q I see. 

2 A But I'm not too sure exactly what it was. 

3 Q And high-tops are what? Are those high runners — 

4 A Yeah. I guess — 

5 Q — that go up to the ankle? 

6 A Yeah, exactly, yeah, that's what — 

7 Q Is that what he normally wore? 

8 A That's what I normally wore? 

9 Q Is that what he normally wore? 

10 A He could have been wearing them. All I remember 

11 is they were white. 

12 Q Okay. Now, you mentioned one of the rumours was 

13 something about Neil had been picked up and taken, 

14 or gone to a party and driven away, or something 

15 like that. 

16 A Yeah, that's one of the rumours. 

17 Q Do you remember anything more about that rumour? 

18 A No. 

19 Q Do you remember where you heard it? 

2 0 A No. 

21 Q Nothing? 

22 A Oh, it could have been from Eddie from all I know. 

23 Q Okay. Any — any part of the rumour as to where 

24 this party was? 

25 A Somewhere by Sev. I don't know if it was near Sev 
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or something. I don't really remember. All I 
remember is — 

Q Near where? 

A By Sev. 

Q Sorry? 

A 7-Eleven, Sev. 

Q Oh, okay. Okay, so that's just a rumour that you 
heard? 

A It was just a rumour, like, 'cause Jason was with 
him, so why wouldn't Jason go with him if they 
were going to another party, right? But it didn't 
make sense because Jason wasn't with him, from my 
understanding. 

Q But didn't you understand that they got separated 

at some point? 

A Yeah, well, they were separated. I don't know 
what happened. It was just a rumour. 

MR. ROSSMAN: M'hm. Okay, thank you, those are 

my questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I gather that there are no other 

questions. Do you have anything, Mr. Hesje? 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, I did have one 

question and I readily acknowledge this isn't 
proper re-examination. It's a question I 
neglected to ask. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. HESJE, re-examining: 

Q Ms. Binning, I should have asked you, you 

indicated that you received the information from 
Cheryl — 

A M' hm. 

Q -- Antoine indicating that Neil had been in the 
back of a police car. Did you do anything with 
that information? 

A No. 

Q Did you think that that information might be 
useful to the police? 

A Back in that day? I thought basically what I've 
seen -- I don't know if I should say that — but 
from my recollection of what happened to the 
people that were arrested at my house, no, I 
wouldn't recommend anybody going to the police or 
anything like that. 

Q And that's why you didn't do anything with it. 

A No. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any questions arising out of that? 

You're excused. Thank you. Well, it doesn't make 
sense to start now. 

MR. HESJE: I don't have anybody available 
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1 until 2:00. 

2 THE COMMISSIONER: X beg you pardon? 

3 MR. HESJE: I don't have anybody else available 

4 until 2:00. 

5 THE COMMISSIONER: That makes it very simple, Mr. 

6 Hesje. Very well, we'll adjourn till 2:00. 

7 (COURT ADJOURNS AT 12:19 P.M. & RECONVENES AT 2:01 P.M.) 

8 MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, we have our next 

9 witness, which is Shelley Grigorovich. But I 

10 would like to set a little context for this 

11 witness. It has happened that not every witness 

12 we were able to get to in quite the order that we 

13 wished to. Ms. Grigorovich -- well perhaps I can 

14 do it this way. I'd like at this point put in two 

15 documents that will be proved more formally and 

16 dealt with, but at this time I'd like to mark 

17 them. The first is a Saskatoon Police Service 

18 complaint, hard copy, from November 24th, 1990. 

19 If I could have that marked? 

20 THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

21 EXHIBIT P-36: SASKATOON POLICE SERVICE COMPLAINT, DATED 

22 NOVEMBER 24TH, 1990 

23 MR. HESJE: I'm sorry, to better identify that 

24 for my friends, that's the complaint hard copy 

25 with respect to Neil Stonechild on November 24th, 
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1990. The second document is also a complaint 
hard copy from November 24th, 1990. There's a 
complaint number on this one of 96422 of 1990. 

And this is a complaint, as we will hear, that was 
a record of a complaint called in by the witness. 
Shelly Grigorovich. 

THE COMMISSIONER: P-37. 

EXHIBIT P-37 : COMPLAINT NUMBER 96422 OF 1990, CALLED IN BY 

SHELLEY GRIGOROVICH ON NOVEMBER 24, 1990 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, again, it's not 

my intention to give evidence, but just to 
indicate that these documents are records from the 
Saskatoon Police Service and the complaint hard 
copy records a complaint received by the Saskatoon 
Police Service. The document that we marked as P- 
36 records a complaint received by the Saskatoon 
Police Service. the complainant is shown as Trent 
Ewart. The complaint is shown as having been 
received at 2349, which, I believe, would be 11:49 
p.m. It also indicates that Officers Hartwig and 
Senger were dispatched in response to that 
complaint. Now again I emphasize, that is not 
evidence, it's — other than what is stated on the 
document. 

The second document, P-37, again is 
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1 a complaint hard copy indicating that a complaint 

2 was received by the Saskatoon Police Service 

3 November 24th. The complaint was received at 

4 2356, which again is 11:56, and indicates that 

5 officers were dispatched to that complaint at 0018 

6 on November 25th and the officers dispatched were 

7 Officers Hartwig and Senger. If we can have the 

8 witness sworn then. 

9 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

10 SHELLEY GRIGOROVICH, sworn, testifies: 

11 MR. HESJE, examining: 

12 Q Ms. Grigorovich, I don't believe you've been 

13 present for the proceedings. The Rules of 

14 Practice and Procedure established for this 

15 Inquiry provide that all witnesses must be advised 

16 that they have the protection of section 37 of The 

17 Saskatchewan Evidence Act and section 5 of the 

18 Canada Evidence Act. I have been reading this to 

19 each and every witness. These statutory 

20 provisions state that testimony that may tend to 

21 criminate you, tend to establish liability to a 

22 civil proceeding, and which testimony you would 

23 not be compelled to provide at common law, shall 

24 not be used or admissible in evidence against you 
in a Criminal Trial or other criminal proceedings 
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Exam-in-chief S. Grigorovich 
by Mr. Hesje 

against you, other than the prosecution for 
perjury in the giving of evidence or for the 
giving of contradictory evidence, and shall not be 
used or receivable in evidence against you in any 
other civil proceeding or any other proceeding 
under an act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. 
You are hereby advised that such protection shall 
apply without you expressly invoking such 
protection. 

Now, Ms. Grigorovich, you heard me 
indicate that there is a Saskatoon Police Service 
record that reports you having made a complaint 
that is phoned in to the Saskatoon Police Service 
on November 24th of 1990. Do you have any 
recollections of making that complaint? 

A I do, although I'm not certain on the exact date. 
That would be verified with the call log from the 
Saskatoon City Police. I recall many years ago 
that my ex — 

Q Ms. Grigorovich, I'm sorry to interrupt you, but 
just to put it in further context, the complaint 
shows originating from 118 O'Regan Crescent? 

A Right. 

Q Is that your residence? 

A No, it's not. 
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Q Okay. Does that help put in context the complaint 

that you made? 

A Yes. 

Q All right. 

A My ex-husband and myself had been out with friends 
on that particular evening. The owners of the 
home are Wayne and Darlene Nadeau. We had 
returned back to the residence and it had been 
dark out at the time. When we pulled up into the 
driveway of their home there was a vehicle that 
was parked on that driveway. And as we began to 
turn in I saw feet underneath the truck of the 
vehicle, like somebody was standing on the 
opposite side of the vehicle that we were 
approaching it from. I believe that that 
Individual had been crouched down, hiding. So we 
— we stopped the vehicle and I got out and 
hollered at him. He proceeded to run south across 
the front of the neighbouring properties and ran a 
few doors down. I took off after him by foot and 
he went between a fence and a house. I stopped 
and turned around, went into Wayne and Darlene's 
house and phoned the Saskatoon City Police. 

Q Are you able to describe the person that you saw 
that night at all? 
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I'm not. 
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Any recollection as to clothing or dress of the 
individual? 

I don't recall if I had given a description at the 
time when the call was made. That would be the 
accurate description. I'm unable to recall any 
specifics of it today. 

Now you indicated you then went into the residence 
and you called police. Did you — do you recall 
whether you spoke to the police that evening? 

There again, unfortunately I don't recall whether 
they came to the residence or not. I've thought 
about it and thought about it many times since I 
became aware of it, and I simply can't recall 
whether they did or not. 

Do you recall whether -- when you spoke to the 
Saskatoon Police Service whether they indicated 
they would send somebody out or not? 
they left me with the impression that they would 
be sending a car. 

Okay. And do you recall seeing a Saskatoon Police 
Service car in that area after you made the call? 
There again I'm not 100 percent certain whether I 
did or didn't. 

What is your best recollection? 
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A X really don't recall. 

Q All right. Do you recall anything else about the 
evening, weather or — 

A I guess part of the difficulty that I've had with 
this is it was a minute in time 13 years ago, and 
Wayne and Darlene's property had not been broken 
in to, nor had their vehicle so there wasn't, I 
guess, specific reason to try and recall details. 

I do remember when I called the City Police, and I 
remember this through the duration, I believed 
that the individual was suspicious because he was 
not dressed for the weather. And if you'd ask me 
today what he was wearing, I couldn't tell you. 

All I can recall is that it was cold and that he 
did — in my opinion then, he didn't have adequate 
clothing on for the weather. 

Q Now based on what you saw and your observations, I 
gather this individual, this person took off, did 
you form some view as to what was going on? What 
did you think at the time? 

A I thought he was going to break into some place to 
either get warm or — 

MR. HESJE: Okay. Ms. Grigorovich, I 

don't have any further questions for you. Thank 
you very much. 
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A Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Examination? 

MS. KNOX: No questions from me. 

MR. FOX, examining: 

Q Would I be correct, Ms. Grigorovich, that prior to 
you and your friends getting home there wasn't 
anybody at the house, like there was nobody home 
at the time until you — 

A That's correct, yes. 

Q So that's why you sort of thought this — nobody 
at the house, maybe he's trying to get in there 
for some reason — 

A Right. 

Q — to break in, warm up, steal something or 
whatever? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. And I think you've fairly said we're 

talking about a minute in time 13 years ago. 

Would I be correct that sort of, for example, when 
the RCMP first spoke to you about this matter in 
-- I think it was maybe 2000 or sometime 
thereafter you didn't actually remember this 
particular incident? 

A That's correct. 

Q And then they pointed out to you that there 
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actually was a record of a call being made, and 
I'm sure what through you off a bit is that you 
never ever lived at O'Regan Crescent yourself? 

A When the — when the — when the RCMP originally 

contacted me the — I guess the preamble to it was 
that they were investigating a complaint involving 
the Saskatoon City Police and the death of a 
Native man. And I -- I guess I believed, right 
off the bat, that it —* it was — had nothing to 
do with myself, so before he went on, I guess, I 
presumed it wasn't me and told him that he had the 
wrong person. So we hadn't got into specifics at 
that time what the investigation involved. I 
actually have — my ex-husband's brother also 
married a Shelley so, believe it or not, there are 
two Shelley Grigoroviches and I think that led to 
some confusion. I thought he had the wrong one. 

Q Okay. Eventually you did recall the incident that 
they wanted to ask you questions about and the 
incident that you've related to the court today? 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. And as I understand it, in terms of whether 
the police actually responded in terms of came to 
the area or any follow-up, it's possible they did, 
you're just not sure or can't recall one way or 
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another whether that happened? 

That's correct. 

Okay. And I think you also sort of indicated that 
there hadn't been an actual break-in at your 
friends' place, either the car or the — whatever, 
so really what you were trying to do was bring to 
the police attention that there's somebody 
suspicious out there and they might want to try 
and find this person as opposed to actually 
reporting a break-in or something like that? 

Right. 

And so in those circumstances, not necessarily 
expecting that they'd want to talk to you because 
there really wasn't much more you could say other 
than what you'd told them on the phone, that you'd 
seen a suspicious person? 

Yeah, that's right. 

Thanks. Those are all the 
questions I have. 

Thank you. 

21 MR. PLAXTON: I wonder if I may, Mr. 

22 Commissioner? 

23 MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

24 Q Madam, I'm the only Drew Plaxton that represents 

25 the Police Union. The person you saw by the 


18 MR. FOX: 
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20 A 
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house, you ran after this person for a while? 

A Yes. 

Q Did that person appear to have been 

drinking? 

A I don't recall. 

Q Would you have noticed if the person appeared that 
they were intoxicated, do you think? 

A Again, just because of the distance involved, it 
was a few houses — apart from any obvious signs, 
it was dark out. He ran, I ran after him. I 
didn't form any opinion whether he had been 
drinking or not. 

Q Okay. He was able to out run you though, is that 
the bottom line? 

A I'm sorry? 

Q He was able to out run you? 

A Yes. 

MR. PLAXTON: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Any other questions? No? Have you 

any re-exam, Mr. Hesje? 


MR. HESJE: 

THE COMMISSIONER: 
MR. HESJE: 


No, Mr. Commissioner. 

Thank you, you're excused. 

The next witness, Mr. Commissioner, 


is Constable Perry Szabo. 
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PERRY RAE SZABO, sworn, testifies: 

MR. HESJE, examining: 

Q Good afternoon. Constable Szabo. Is it Sabo or 
Szabo? 

A Szabo will do, yes. 

Q Szabo. Constable Szabo, the Rules of Practice and 
Procedure established for this Inquiry provide 
that all witnesses must be advised that they have 
the protection of section 37 of The Saskatchewan 
Evidence Act and section 5 of the Canada Evidence 
Act. These statutory provisions state that 
testimony that may tend to criminate you, tend to 
establish liability to a civil proceeding, and 
which testimony you would not be compelled to 
provide at common law, shall not be used or 
admissible in evidence against you in a criminal 
trial or other criminal proceeding against you, 
other than the prosecution for perjury in the 
giving of evidence or for the giving of 
contradictory evidence, and shall not be used or 
receivable in evidence against you in any other 
Civil proceeding or any other proceeding under an 
act of the Legislature of Saskatchewan. You are 
hereby advised that such protection shall apply 
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without you expressly invoking of such protection. 

Again, Constable Szabo, I don't think you've 
been here, but I have to read that to each and 
every witness. A brighter person would likely 
have it memorized by now, but — 

Constable Szabo, you're a member of the Saskatoon 
Police Service? 

Yes, I am. 

And when did you join the Saskatoon Police 
Service? 

I joined in October 1st of 1978 as a Special 
Constable, was taken on as a regular constable 
July 1st, 1980, went down to Regina classes. It 
would be the fall term of that. 

Okay. What is your current assignment? 

My current assignment is plain clothes 
investigation as a constable. 

Now, Constable Szabo, I want to take you back to 
November of 1990, a considerable period of time 
ago, and I think — you and I have met and 
discussed this. You know what incident I want to 
talk about. Your notes indicate that you took a 
complaint with respect to Neil Stonechild, I 
believe on November 13th, 1990? Do you — 
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A That's correct. 

Q You don't have a copy of the excerpt of your notes 
with you? 

A Yes, I have the original notes with me. 

Q Okay. Now I have a one page photocopy of your 

notes. Can you just, first of all, confirm that 
this is in fact a copy of your notebook and also 
whether this is — contains all of the detail you 
wrote about out with respect to that incident? 

A Yes, this copy you're showing me is everything 
that was written in my notebook at the time. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you. Mr. Commissioner, I'd 

like to have that marked as an exhibit. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well.,. 

CLERK: P-38, My Lord. 

THE COMMISSIONER: P-38. Thank you. 

EXHIBIT P-38: PHOTOCOPY OF ONE PAGE OF NOTEBOOK 

Q MR. HESJE: Now, Constable Szabo, you've had an 

opportunity,I believe, to review those notes and 
refresh your memory? 

A Yes, I have. 

Q Can you tell us — I guess, first of all, aside 
from your notes did you have any independent 
recollection of events relating to the complaint 
involving Neil Stonechild on November 13th, 1990? 
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No, I do not. 

Based on your review of your notes, can you tell 
us what you've recorded as happening on that call? 
Yes, I can. I was working with Constable Mark 
Morgan that evening and we were dispatched at — 
I've got marked 2243 hours, so that'd be 10:43 
p.m. on November 13th. We arrived at 10:53 p.m. 
at 211-109th Street West to speak with a Pat 
Pickard, who was the complainant. 

And what was the nature of the complaint? 

Failure to return to a group home, an unlawfully 
at large complaint. 

And who was the complaint — 

Sorry about that. 

— about? 

The person who had failed to return to the home 
was a Neil Stonechild. 

Now was any other information provided to you by 
Ms. Pickard? 

Yeah, I'll have to go through my notes to cover 
everything. 

Please take a moment and review them? 

One of the first things I marked down after the 
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name of the complainant was that 211-109th Street 
West is an open custody community home. I've got 
the business phone number. That the people who 
reside at that home do community service hours at 
the Friendship Centre, that there was an 
indication at 9:30 p.m. on that date that Neil 
Stonechild hadn't signed in to the community home. 
I also have a notation here indicating that 
Stonechild was at his sister's at 7:15 p.m. and 
that — the address to his sister I have marked as 
unknown. Took information of the mother's name, 
Stella Stonechild, where she resided and her phone 
number. I also received information that Neil 
Stonechild had received a day pass and that he was 
to be back by 4:30 p.m. I have a notation here 
indicating that "they," and I assume that "they" 
are the people who run the home, were not 
concerned as he stated he was heading out to do 
his community hours, whether or not he was at the 
home. Got the name of the supervisor for the 
Department of Corrections, Gordon Sayers (ph), and 
his business phone number — 

Q Do you — 

A — and I -- 
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Do you recall why you would have obtained that 
information about Mr. Sayers? 

Just a standard operating procedure of getting all 
the information I can at that time. 

All right. Carry on? 

Also made a notation during taking this 
information that at 11:12 p.m. that Neil 
Stonechild had not returned to the community 
house. I have a notation here of the complainant, 
Pat Pickard, informing me that she believes he 
will be leaving for Valley River, Manitoba in the 
a.m. at about 0830 hours, 1990, November 14th, and 
then I took the information of the full name, date 
of birth and particulars on Neil Stonechild. 

All right. Do you have any recollection of what 
you did in follow-up to receiving this 
information? 

No, I do not. 

Any — you had taken the name of the mother, 

Stella Stonechild, and an address. Do you have 
any records as to whether you contacted — 

I wouldn't — 

— Stella? 

No, I did not contact her. I was — shortly after 
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clarify we're talking about how it was handled in 
1990? 

That's correct. 

Okay. Do you have any -- I expect I know the 
answer to this. Do you have any recollection of 
it being broadcast or sent out in the mobile data 
terminal that — 

I don't remember this incident at all. 

Okay. Would you file some form of written report? 
Immediately, yes. 

And how is that done? 

Well normally I'd say that we dictated it, but I 
couldn't tell you how we were doing business in 
1990. We went from a dictation system to 
handwritten reports and back to a dictation system 
as well as we have the capability for direct entry 
now. But direct entry was not involved back in 
1990. So I couldn't tell you if I was dictating 
or handwriting that report, but it would have been 
dealt with right after the call. 

Okay. I'm showing you two records from the 
Saskatoon Police Service, the first is what's 
called a complaint hard copy. Are you familiar 
with that type of document? 



Yes, I am. 
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Q And this, I believe, records a complaint of 

unlawfully at large that was received on November 
— sorry, November 13th, 1990? 

A That's correct. 

Q And shows that the officers dispatched to that 
call were Perry Szabo and Mark Morgan? 

A Yes. 

Q And that they were dispatched at 2240? 

A Okay. 

Q That's what the record says here? 

A That's what it says, yes. 

Q And in your notebook you record 2243 which -- 

A Yes. 

Q — is essentially consistent with this record? 

A Yes, it is. 

Q Now attached to this is something called an 

Incident Report. Are you familiar with that type 
of document? 

A Yes, I am. 

Q It's my understanding that that is a computerized 
record that's created when a report is filed by 
the officer? 

A Yes. 
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Q Do you agree with that? 

A Yes. 

Q This does indicate the report was submitted by 
Perry Szabo? 

A Yes. 

Q I take it from this that you — this would confirm 
then that, in fact, you did file a report with 
respect to this incident? 

A Yes. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, I'd like to have 

that marked as an exhibit, it's two pages, the 
complaint hard copy and the Incident Report. 

THE COMMISSIONER: P-39. 

EXHIBIT P-39: COMPLAINT HARD COPY AND INCIDENT REPORT 

Q MR. HESJE: Constable Szabo, did you — to your 

recollection have any other dealings with Neil 
Stonechild? 

A Not that I recall, no. 

Q Did you become aware that 16 days later his frozen 

body was discovered in Saskatoon? 

A I couldn't say one way or another on that whether 
I was aware of it at the time. I'd have to say 
no. 

Q I take it at some point between then and now you 
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became aware of that fact? 

A Yes. 

Q But you have no recollection of whether you knew 
about it back in 1990? 

A That's correct. 

Q Do you know. Constable Szabo, whether anybody from 

the Saskatoon Police Service contacted you and 
indicated they were investigating the death of 
Neil Stonechild? 

A As far as I remember, no one contacted me 
regarding that at all. 

Q Constable Szabo, in that period of 1990, 1991 were 
you aware of any rumours or stories circulating in 
the Saskatoon Police Force that members of the 
police force may have had some involvement with 
Mr. — Neil Stonechild prior to his death? 

A No. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you, Mr. Szabo, those are my 

questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Examination? 

MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

Q Drew Plaxton for the Association, Constable. Two 
questions, I hope. The -- looking at your notes, 
is it the only person you spoke to at the group 
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home was Ms. Pickard — or Pickard, I think she 
actually pronounced it? Was she the only person 
you spoke to there? 

A I couldn't tell you that. 

Q Okay. The information about him leaving the next 
day for Valley River — I think it's on the — 

.it'd be the fourth page, I think, of your notes. 
Would that have come from her? 

A Yes. 

Q And I know this undoubtedly stretching your 

memory, but can you recall if there was anything 
associated with that, such as he had a sister 
living there or anything like that? 

A I'm sorry, all I have is complainant believes 

he'll be leaving for Valley River, Manitoba in the 
a .m. 

Q Okay. 

A And then the time and date. 

Q Fair enough. But that did come from Ms.Pickard? 

A Yes, it's indicated in my notes that it came from 

Pickard. 

MR. PLAXTON: Okay. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? No one? Do you 


have anything further? 
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MR. HESJE: No, I don't have anything. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well. Thank you, you're 

excused. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, I have a bit of a 

problem at this point. We have another witness 
that was supposed to testify at this stage, in 
fact, that is Erica Stonechild. She is reluctant 
and asked not to testify, given that her counsel, 
Ron Worme, is not present. I'm inclined to 
respect that. Always, of course, subject to your 
direction. I only have one other witness that was 
scheduled for this afternoon and he was asked to 
be here at 3:15. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well — 

MR. HESJE: I don't expect that witness will 

take very long either. 

THE COMMISSIONER: But do you have any indication if 

Mr. Worme is going to be available this afternoon? 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Curtis may address that. I can 

speak to him. 

MR. CURTIS: No, I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman, Mr. 

Worme was in an alternate dispute resolution with 
a residential school matter, and that client 
insisted on having Mr. Worme there personally for 
personal reasons. So he is not available to be 
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here today. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well we'll adjourn then, I guess, 

until 3:15. But perhaps — does he have a cell 
phone? Perhaps you could check and see how his 
dispute resolution is going and whether it's 
possible that he can be here a bit later and if 
so, when. Because it would be helpful if we could 
see these witnesses through and at least complete 
them today, if that's possible. So I'd be 
grateful for your help with respect to that. 

MR. CURTIS: I can certainly do that, yeah. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, before you rise I 

— in fairness to Mr. Worme, I do want to comment 
that he did inquire of assistant counsel, David 
Stack, yesterday as to who was likely to be 
testifying today and we did not indicate to him 
Erica Stonechild. So in defence -- his defence, 
he wasn't aware that we intended to call her 
today. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So Mr. Stack is to blame is what 

you're saying? 

MR. HESJE: Precisely. 

MR. STACK: You can't beat being junior 

counsel. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Nothing will happen to you, Mr. 

Stack. No, that's fine. We can rise until 3:15. 

I must say to you that I'm much encouraged by the 
— generally speaking, the responsible way in 
which counsel are conducting their examinations 
and how you're dealing with this matter, and 
drawing some comfort from the fact that we seem to 
be more or less on course. And, of course, we 
mustn't be the slaves of time; it's important that 
we have the time we need to see this is fully 
investigated. But I wanted to stop for a moment 
and thank you all, counsel, for your disciplined 
approach in this and — there have been some 
expectations, I appreciate, but by and large, I 
think you've all -- all of you have really shown 
restraint and a good deal of sense in how you've 
helped us with this and I do appreciate that. 

(COURT ADJOURNED AT 2:36 P.M. & RECONVENED AT 3:15 P.M.) 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Hesje? 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, there may have 

been some lack of communication between myself and 
Ms. Beitel. The witness is not here yet. I was 
going to let her know — 

THE COMMISSIONER: Who are you expecting? 

It's Tracy Horse. As a witness — 


25 


MR. HESJE: 
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1 Mr. Commissioner, I should indicate that I don't 

2 anticipate that he's going to take more than a few 

3 minutes either, if you wish to — you know, he can 

4 be called another time too if you wish to adjourn 

5 but — 

6 THE COMMISSIONER: Well — Father? 

7 FATHER ANDRE POILIEVRE: My understanding is that he's on 

8 his way. 
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MR. HESJE: That's my understanding as well is 

he's on his way here but — 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I can adjourn for a few 

minutes and hope that she will be here. It seems 
to me that it's important that we complete her 
evidence if we can so that there's not uncertainty 
about her having to come back at another time and 
whether she might be available then. 

MR. HESJE: It's a — it's a he, but yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: He then. No, that's fine. I'll — 

you'll just indicate to the clerk when — 

MR. HESJE: I will advise the clerk as soon as 

he's here. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now, we have Mr. Horse and then we 

have another witness, is that right? 

MR. HESJE: 


25 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


No, Mr. Horse is all we have. 

That's it. Well, then I guess that 
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1 all things being equal we're not up against the 

2 same time table for this afternoon so, no, that's 

3 fine, just let me know when you're ready. 

4 MR. HESJE: Thank you. 

5 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 3:17 P.M. & RECONVENED AT 3:24 

6 P.M.) 

7 MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, the next witness 


8 is Tracy Horse. 

9 TRACY LEE HORSE, sworn, testifies: 

10 MR. HESJE, examining: 

11 Q Mr. Horse, the rules of practice and procedure 

12 established for this Inquiry provide that all 

13 witnesses must be advised they have the protection 

14 of section 37 of The Saskatchewan Evidence Act and 

15 section 5 of the Canada Evidence Act. These 

16 statutory provisions state the testimony that may 

1? tend to criminate you, tend to establish liability 

18 to a civil proceeding, and which testimony you 

19 would not be compelled to provide at common law, 

20 shall not be used or admissible in evidence 

21 against you in a criminal trial or other criminal 

22 proceedings against you, other than the 

23 prosecution for perjury in the giving of evidence 

24 or for the giving of contradictory evidence, and 

25 shall not be used or receivable in evidence 
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1 against you in any other civil proceedings or any 

2 of the proceeding under an Act of the Legislature 

3 of Saskatchewan. You are hereby advised that such 

4 protection shall apply without you expressly 

5 invoking such protection. Mr. Horse, you live in 

6 Saskatoon? 

7 A Yes, I do. 

8 Q And I understand you came here directly from work? 

9 

10 A Yeah. 

11 Q Where do you work? 

12 A Jump.ca in Lawson Heights. 

13 Q Mr. Horse, did you know Neil Stonechild? 

14 A I did know him. 

15 Q And what about Jason Roy? 

16 A I do know Jason Roy. 

17 Q Would you describe either of them as friends? 

18 A I am his friend, yeah. He's one of my good 

19 friends. 

20 Q I'm sorry, Jason is? 

21 A Jason, yes. 

22 Q Yes. Now, Mr. Horse, I want to take you back to 

23 1990. Do you recall hearing of Neil Stonechild's 

24 death? 


25 


remember hearing about it on the news and the 
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media but that's about it. 

Q I'm sorry? 

A I remember hearing about it on the news and the 

media — 

Q Right. 

A — and maybe just from what everybody was saying, 

so— 

Q Okay. Now, that if you recall was in November of 
1990, November 29 th , 1990, Neil Stonechild's body 
was found. Do you recall whether you were, in the 
period say a month prior to November 29 th , 1990, 
were you ever stopped by the Saskatoon Police 
Service? 

A No, never. 

Q In that period of time you were never pulled over, 
asked to identify yourself for the Saskatoon 
Police Service? 

A No. 

Q And you're confident in that? 

A Yes. 

Q Do you — to your knowledge did other people use 
your name from time to time? 

A I know now. 

Q Okay. At that time frame were you aware that — 

A Not at that time frame, no. 
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Q In 1990 did you have — November of 1990 did you 
have a criminal record? 

A No, I didn't. 

Q And what — were you attending school at that 
time? 

A Yes, I was going to Joe Duquette. I was going to 
Joe Duquette High School. 

Q Okay. Now, you've indicated you do know Jason 
Roy. 

A M'hm. 

Q Sorry, before I go there, the — your middle name 
is Lee? 

A Yes. 

Q And what is your date of birth? 

A April 19 th , 1973. 

Q Mr. Horse, you indicated you know Jason Roy. Do 

you recall ever hearing from Jason Roy any 
indication as to what had happened or where he had 
last seen Neil Stonechild? 

A He had told me that he had seen -- 

Q Just — sorry, just before we go into what he told 

you can we try to put some time frame or context 

on it? 

A I can't remember the exact date. I mean, he had 
told me a few times — 


even a few times before he 
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even told me that he had to use my name. 

Q Okay. 

A I can't remember the exact date though. 

Q In the context of — of Neil Stonechild's death 

was it — does that help at all? Would it have 
been a year after, was it days after, months 
after? 

A Oh, it would have to be months. 

Q Okay. Now -- and do you recall any of the 

circumstances of where he — where you had this 
discussion with Jason? 

A It may have been at my place. Now, I don't know 
if I lived — I used to live on Northumberland in 
Confederation and after that I lived on McGee 
Crescent which is not too far off. I can't 
remember if it was actually still in my old 
location. 

Q Okay. Tell me what you recall then of your 
discussion with Jason Roy. 

A Well, he just said that he remembers seeing Neil 
behind — like in the back of a car, police car, 
and like he was really scared about it, which is 
probably why he didn't tell me right away that he 
used my name because he probably thought I'd be 
upset, but given the circumstances, you know. 
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At some point he told you that he had used your 
name? 

Yeah. 

And what — in what context? Did he indicate why 
he had used your name? 

Well, because he was scared. He was scared that, 
of course, that he would be in the back seat too. 
Well, I guess what I was getting at though did he 
tell you he had given your name to the Saskatoon 
Police Service? 

Yeah. 

Just tell me what you recall what he told you. 
Well, he just said that he had to use my name 
because he knew I didn't have a criminal record 
because he knew — because he was at large 
apparently. 

And this was though as part of the event where he 
indicated he had seen Neil in the back of the 
police car. 

Yeah. 

All right. 

I think, Mr. Commissioner, and I 
rise on this because we've heard so much evidence 
about when people said things and what and so on. 
This witness had made it pretty clear that he 
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The first part he didn't know his name had been 
used and so on. It's all been now jumbled up into 
one conversation without any identification as to 
the time period in which he received the different 
pieces of evidence and — and I'm sure my learned 
friend isn't intending to lead and that but when 
you suggest was it within months or — or a year 
after — after a death, that really is a very 
suggestive answer on what has become pretty 
crucial evidence and I think it is important that 
the witnesses be allowed as much as possible to 
answer the question on their own as to dates, 
times, and what actually was said in individual 
conversations. 

MR. HESJE: I don't disagree with what he said. 

I certainly — although I think there's two parts: 
one that the dates are important, I was trying to 
elicit that from him, and I certainly did not try 
to suggest a date to him. I was trying to elicit 
from him some recollection of the dates and I hear 
your comments, Mr. Fox. 

Q Now, you indicated you had spoke to him on more 
than one occasion about this? 

A Well, I know at least two. And he talked - 
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everybody talked about it all the time, not only 
myself, between me and him, but everybody talked 
about it. We all knew after a while what was 
going on, so — 

Q But I take it you're unable to provide any 

specifics of the dates or circumstances in which 
you were provided with any information about Neil 
Stonechild — 

A No. 

Q — from Jason. 

A No. 

MR. HESJE: Thank you, Mr. Horse. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Examination? I don't suppose there 

is any. 

MR. CURTIS: I think there is. 

MR. CURTIS, examining: 

Q Okay, protocol is getting me up here. Mr. Horse, 

I'm Greg Curtis. I'm helping Mr. Worme represent 
the family at this Inquiry here. 

A Okay. 

Q I just have a couple of questions for you. Did 

you — were you living in — in Saskatoon around 
the time of — of Neil's death, do you recall? 

A Yes, I was. 

Q Okay. And when you say that it was — your first 
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conversation with Jason about the circumstances 
was -- was months, is that what you said, after 
the — after the incident? 

A I would even say even like more than just one 
year. I mean, I don't know. 

Q It might have been as long as one year? 

A Yeah. 

Q Is that what you're saying? 

A M'hm. I can't remember exactly. 

Q Okay. And you said that, if I -- if I got this 

right, that Jason seemed really scared. Like, 
what did you mean by that? 

A Well, he was — like, he would hesitate and he 

would talk and like I just knew he was scared just 
from his actions. 

Q I'm sorry, scared of some of his actions? 

A No, scared from his actions. Like, I could tell 

that he — something was bothering him — 

Q Okay. 

A — just the way he would talk and even like oh, 
like you know, just normal — 

Q Okay. Like so you're — you're speaking of when 
he — he spoke about this — 

A Yes. 

Q — incident to you he — he seemed nervous about 
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A Yeah. 

Q — or scared. Okay. And on the other occasion 

was he kind of the same way when he happened to 
mention to you that he used your name? 

A Well, after a while he had told me he knew that I 
knew what was happening. 

Q Okay. 

A But just, I mean -- I mean, he was probably still 
scared inside but — and he probably still is. 

Q All right. Were -- were you living in that area 
of town close to where Neil lived at the time? 

A No, I wasn't. 

Q You weren't? 

A No. 

Q Okay. Different — different area of town? 

A I was, let's see, 1990. I was probably still 
living at home because I -- 

Q Okay. Which would — 

A I was still living — probably still living at 
home in Riversdale. 

Q Okay. 

A In '90 is when I was in grade 12, so. 

Q And when you heard of — what Jason was telling 
you about these circumstances, did you have any 
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suggestions for him about what to do about the 
situation? 

A No, not really. 

Q No? Okay. Did you suggest — you didn't suggest 
that he go to the police himself or — 

A No. 

Q No 

A Even I — if it was my — if I was in the same 
situation I probably wouldn't know what to do. 

Q Wouldn't know what to do? 

A Yeah, so there's no way I could suggest what — to 
him what to do, so. 

MR. CURTIS: Okay. Okay. Actually that's all I 

have. Thanks. 

MR. FOX, examining: 

Q Mr. Horse, is it possible that the first time 

Jason told anything to you about the night that 
Neil went missing and — and that Neil may have 
been in the back of a police car and that Jason 
saw him in the back of a police car was about the 
time the story broke in the StarPhoenix where Neil 
had told the StarPhoenix — or Jason had told the 
Star Phoenix about that incident? 

A No, that was before that. 

Q The reason why I ask you that, do you have a copy 
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of — first of all I'll ask you do you remember 
giving a statement to the — being interviewed by 
the RCMP — 

A M'hm. 


Q — Mr. Horse? Yes? 


MR. 


THE 


A Yeah. 

Q And I understand that interview was conducted on 

March 22 nd , 2000, by Constable Warner of the RCMP. 
Do you recall that? 

A Yes. 

FOX: Okay. I 111 —- I'm flooded with 

statements here, Mr. Commissioner, but Mr. Watson 
I think has placed a copy of his statement in 
front of you. 

COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 

Q MR. FOX: Tracy, I've put a statement in 

front of you and I think that's a transcript, like 
they've typed up the audiotape statement that you 
gave to the RCMP, and I'm not sure if you would 
sort of just recognize that generally. I don't 
know if you've seen it all since you've — since 
you gave that statement. Have you ever been given 
a copy of it? 

A No, I haven't. 

Q Okay. I'm going to turn and — but you do recall 
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giving a statement, being interviewed by Constable 
Warner sometime about March 22 nd , 2000. 

A I remember, yeah. 

Q Okay. I'm going to ask you just to turn to page 
two of the statement if you could. The pages 
aren't numbered. Let's see if I can find it for 
you. 

A This is one. 

Q That's one, this is two. Okay. I'm just going to 
read this part to you here if you want to follow 
along. Tracy, I'm just going to read this portion 
of the statement to you and I ask you if you 
recall, it. Constable Warner asked the question, 
"When was the first time that Jason Roy disclosed 
any information to you concerning certain 
observations he'd made concerning Jason Stonechild 
and the Saskatoon City Police?" And I'm assuming 
he meant Neil Stonechild and I'm assuming that at 
that conversation you were talking about Neil 
Stonechild. Am I correct? 

A Yeah. 

Q You weren't talking about Jason Stonechild. You 

were talking about - 

A No. 

Q -- Neil Stonechild. Okay. And you said, "Um, it 
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was before I believe it was the StarPhoenix or one 
of the newspapers were going to be interviewing 
him. He told me a little bit about something that 
had happened. He never went into detail on 
anything. He seemed uneasy about it so I didn't 
want to talk to him anymore about it because after 
I had read the article and everything a few days 
after, maybe even after — maybe — maybe even the 
day after, that he told me that he uses — he used 
my name on -- on that same night and not until I 
read the article. That's when I didn't even know 
any of those details that were in there. So it 
was pretty basic. Basically like he told me that 
the police or a police officer — the newspapers 
were going to come to him about Neil Stonechild's 
death and that's about it." 

A M'hm. 

Q That had been the answer that you gave to 
Constable Warner? 

A M'hm. 

Q And it looks like from that answer you were 

telling him that sort of the first time Jason Roy 
had talked to you about the night that Neil went 
rftissing and the involvement of the police would 
have been at about the time or shortly before the 
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24 MR. FOX: 


article appeared in the StarPhoenix. 

Well, was shortly before, yeah. 

Okay. And that would be your recollection as 
well? 

M' hm. 

And — and as I understand from that, he told you 
then you then spoke to him after the article 
appeared as well. 

M' hm. 

Correct? 

Yeah. 

And in that article it made reference to the fact 
that somebody said they had been with Neil that 
night and seen him in the back of a police car. 

So you became aware of those details because you 
saw in — in the newspaper. 

Yeah. 

Correct? 

Yeah. 

And Neil told you at that time shortly after that 
the ROMP would be wanting to talk to you as well, 
and the ROMP did in fact talk to you. 

Yes. 

Okay. Thank you. Those are all 
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the questions I have. Thank you, Tracy. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Other examination? 

MR. PLAXTON, examining: 

Q A question or two if I might, Mr. Commissioner. 

Mr. Horse, at this point in time you were living 
at home, you didn't have a record or anything 
else. 

A M'hm. 

Q From that what I'm sensing is maybe you didn't run 
with the same crowd as Neil and Jason did back 
then. Is that — 

A That's right. 

Q Okay. You were going to school. You were doing 
decently in school? 

A M'hm. 

Q Okay. Would it be fair to say that Neil and 

Jason's crowd, if you were, were maybe, well, a 
little wild; would that be a way to describe it? 

A Nothing out of the ordinary for teenagers, I 
guess. 

Q Okay. Kids will be kids sort of thing? Okay. 

Were they doing quite a bit of drinking and so 
forth? 

A Yeah. 

Q Okay. When it comes to what Jason had to tell 

you, if you can think back, you spoke with him one 
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or two times is your recollection? 

A M'hm. 

Q Did he ever tell you anything about when he was 

watching things involving Neil or the police that 
he was hiding behind any garbage cans or anything 
like that? 

A Actually, I didn't hear anything about that. 

Q Nothing like that? Did he tell you that he had 
spoken to the police about this? 

A I don't think he told me, no. 

Q Did he ever say anything to you about being at the 
police station and feeling compelled or somehow 
threatened into making a false statement to the 
police? 

A I don't remember him saying anything like that. 

MR. PLAXTON: Nothing like that? Okay. Thank 

you, sir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Other questions? Do you have 

anything further, Mr. Hesje? 

MR. HESJE: No, I don't, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Very well.. You're excused. 

MR. HESJE: Mr. Commissioner, as I indicated, I 

don't have another witness for this afternoon. I 
thought though before we adjourn it might be 
prudent to note for everyone assembled that when 
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1 we reconvene on Monday it's at a different 

2 location. It will be at the Sheraton Cavalier. 

3 THE COMMISSIONER: Very well*. We'll adjourn then till 

4 Monday. 

5 (PROCEEDINGS ADJOURNED AT 3:45 P.M.) 



